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Akron’s Miniature Railroad 


The public auction sale on the steps of the court house, 
a few days ago, when 8,000 shares of stock of the Akron, 
Canton & Youngstown Railroad sold for nearly twice the par 
value, aroused a new interest in this purely Akron enterprise. 
Although it is called the A. C. & Y. it does not run to Canton 
or Youngstown. It operates between Akron and Mogadore 
and runs from Main Street in Akron to Delphos, O., a small 
town near the Indiana border, And yet this little railroad did 
39 percent of all railroad business in Akron last year. This 
is due to the fact that, as short as the line is, it crosses 23 
trunk lines. It starts millions of dollars of Akron products 
on long journeys to all corners of the country. It is profit- 
able too. It earned last year $29.75 on each share of common 
stock and declared a dividend of $16 a share. And so there 
was no trouble in forming a local syndicate to buy the stock 
sold at public auction. A group of local men who had money 
to invest were glad to buy it. The report that Frank A. 
Seiberling was interested in the syndicate is erroneous. He 
does not appear in any of the transactions. Goodyear held 
the stock for a long time and sold it to get the cash. This 
is in line with the policy of the present banker management 
to realize as much cash as possible to pay off charges on the 
earnings of the company, 


Call It Perkins Children’s Hospital 


Akron Topics suggests that the new children’s hospital 
be called the Perkins Children’s Hospital in honor of Col. 
George T. Perkins. In this maudlin, topsey turvey, money 
grabbing age we are prone to forget the founding fathers of 
Akron, the real men of worth, the pioneers, the builders. 
And like Abou Ben Adhem the Perkins name leads all the 
rest. There is Perkins Park, Perkins school, the Mary 
Day Nursery given in honor of Mary Perkins Raymond, and 
numerous other grants of land and gifts donated to a city 
by early settlers that loved and had faith in it. And as long 
as Akron endures the Perkins name will be chiseled upon 
the corner stone of its history and engraven upon the hearts 
of true Akronites. 


Use Money to Back Civic Pride 


Akronites who were fortunate in hearing Dr. Fisher, a 
California lecturer, speak in Akron early in December were 
impressed by his story. He did not disguise the fact that 
he was one of a crew of persons sent out over the country 
by the city of Los Angeles to “sell” California to the world. 
Los Angeles raised $700,000 by taxation to pay for this sell- 
ing campaign. Dr, Fisher had stereopticon views showing 
scenes in California. He warned people seeking positions 
in the movies to stay away as thousand had gone there only 
to be disappointed. The point in his lecture, of importance 
to Akron, was the fact that a municipality was using nearly 
a million dollars to sell itself to the country. It is perhaps 
true that Los Angeles is barren of any industry save the 
movies, but there must be a wonderful civic spirit that will 
back such a plan as Dr. Fisher unfolded here. And it is this 
spirit that Akron could afford to adopt in arousing civic 
pride in behalf of enterprises reflecting the old fashioned 
community enthusiasm. 


How Price Cutting Hurts Akron? 


Years ago a famous minstrel rocked the galleries with a 
joke that went something like this:—If all the trees in the 
world were one big tree; if all the men in the world were 
one big man; if all the axes in the world were one big axe 
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and that big man took that big axe and chopped down the 


big tree wouldn't it jar you? . 

Now we will change the story a bit, and say if you 
knew that every time they cut the price of tires in Akron 
it knocked off from $30,000,000. to $75,000,000 of the city’s 
revenue from this industry—wouldn’t that disturb your men- 
tal ecuilibrium? 


Yet that is exactly what happens when they reduce the 
price of tires. The last reduction was something like 18 per 
cent. On Ford size tires this is considerably over a one 
dollar cut. All tire factories in Akron turn out over 100,000 
tires a day. Take only one dollar off the retail price of this 
production and it means over $4,000 an hour loss to Akron. 
It means at least $30,000,000 in dividends in a year on common 
stock. Is it just that auto owners should have tires so cheap 
and so near cost that the companies cannot make enough 
to pay reasonable dividends on their stock? Do not inves- 
tors in stocks have a right to expect a reasonable return on 
their money, and to expect of the management, whether it 
has control or not, to see that they get a reasonable return? 


It is evident that something should be done to protect the 
industry. It is not a question of tires being cheap enough. 
All companies are making better tires today than they ever 
made. The auto industry is a semi-luxury. One dollar 
either way on a tire means little to the auto owner. It 
means millions to Akron and to the people who have their 
money invested in local industry. Corporations privately 
owned may sell their products at cost or below cost and no- 
body will care. But corporations operating on money ob- 
tained from the people through the sale of stocks and se- 
curities, cannot escape the responsibility they owe to their 
stockholders, to make a reasonable return in dividends and 
interest. 
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TOWN TATTLES AND THE MONTH’S WASH 


The N. O. P. is negotiating with the B & O to use its track 
from Akron to the new union depot in Cleveland. This ought 
to give us an hour between the two cities. The time is now 
an hour and 40 minutes. Now if we can get the auto high- 
way over the river bed between the two big towns of north- 
ern Ohio, “we will be sittin pretty” as the high powered 
salesman says. 


This is the story of a lady who got a nice fur coat and didn't 
pay for it. It was just before Xmas. The call came from a 
place on Belvedere Way. The coat was sent C. O. D. from 
O’Neil’s. The boy rang the bell. A man appeared. “Yes we 
expect the coat,” he said, “and I'll see if it is the one and get 
your money.” The boy waited. He is still waiting. The 
couple went out the back way. 


Now we will tell another one, because we know there isn’t 
any reader of Akron Topics who would take advantage of 
it. During the dollar day sale at Yeager’s recently, a busy 
woman shopper bought a huge bundle of stuff. She wanted 
it delivered. At the cheap price Yeager’s didn’t deliver. So 
being quick witted she lugged the stuff into O’Neil’s next 
door and in the name of a steady customer demanded that 
they deliver the articles for her. She got by with it. 


At holiday time the merchants always face the problem 
of matching wits with the persons who try to get something 
for nothing. One evil is watching people who buy things 
and charge it to somebody else. Lee Vaughn popular west 
Hill resident discovered twice during the Xmas rush that 
persons unknown to him were using his credit. Other prom- 
inent citizens had similar experience. As a result the stores 
are rapidly adopting the system whereby those desiring charge 
accounts will use an identification number, which they will 
give the clerk when making a purchase. 


Science tells us in 10,000 years the world will be all water. 
As it will steal over us gradually this probably accounts for 
the fact that most of the stocks we buy have at least 1,000 
years of water in them. 


Oh Justice spare that Kluxer fund! 
And save the white robed myth 

That made the Ku Klux Klan to me 
A name to conjure with. 

Suppose the thing is overwrought 

You should Judge spare those shams! 
The biggest fish by myths are caught, 
Most eggs are served by hams. 


“Jerk a leg off, jerk an arm off, rah, rah, rah,” is the Butler 
College yell. Now if Akron U will fall in line we may expect 
to tune in on this one:—“Look, Spook, Zook. A rock, a rock, 
a rock. A sock, a sock, a sock. A handful of rock and a 
sock on the crock. Look, Spook, Zook. A-K-R-O-N.” 


This is the time of the glad new year, when the snow is 
on the ground and the soot is on the snow, and even Detective 
Verge Eckerman knows from what chimneys the soot comes. 
And if one were a smoke inspector in Akron, and looked at 
the snow around the city hall he would come to the con- 
clusion that most of the soot comes out of the chimney on that 
building. And until the snow departs we will continue to 
wonder why we have a smoke inspector during the rage of the 
Black Bottom Dance. 
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Pola Negri asserts that spirit letters from Rudolph Valen- 
tino to his ex-wife Natche Rambova, are not genuine, and if 
they are they were delivered to the wrong address. Whether 
one believes in these spirit manifestations, one cannot help 
thinking sometimes, that if the dead return and move tables, 
they will probably return some day and turn the tables at 
the city hall. 


Wilbur Whitehead, the bridge expert, addressing Akron 
players a few days ago, discoursed on the rules of this popular 
parlor game, but said nothing about the penalties that ought 
to be imposed upon those who overbid their hands, trump their 
partner’s ace or fail to lead the fourth from their best. It 
has been suggested that nothing short of the guillotine be 
dragged for those who act dead when their partner leads 
a singleton. Bridge rules covering these points should be re- 
vised if we would keep down the increase in asylum member- 
ship. 


_— 


J. V. O’Connor, president of the Akron association of lum- 
bermen, has returned from a convention that gave aid to the 
reforestration movement by having each delegate plant a 
pine seedling, All honor to them but how shall we memori- 
alize our own Albert Titmas who contributed handsomely to 
this movement by planting a whole canal boat in one of our 
parks? 


The story in the papers where New York bankers took over 
the Victrola Talking machine company for $40,000,000 cash 
will raise the usual conjectures about money talking and so 
forth. To others it will recall what Ed Ballamy said about 
capital grabbing all the little corporations. In time all in- 
dustry will be in the hands of a few moneyed men. Then the 
government will step in and take over industry. This will 
handle the labor and capital problem. Money as a medium 
of exchange will be abolished and we will all get working 
cards, to be punched at government stores. But what worries 
us is where will the bankers spend the money the government 
pays them to get control of a system that will be run without 
money. 


It is barely possible that B. L. Bender, local ticket agent, 
who is routing some of Akron’s best citizens on expeditions 
to warmer climate at this particular part of the glad New 
Year, is responsible for this piece of propaganda :— 


Coral Gables is full of fables, 

Miami is as bad; 

Palm Beach is outa my reach 

And Hollywood drives me mad. 

But sky and sea belong to me, 

And a beach where the salt winds blow; 
So there I'll stay until the lst of May— 
I’ve had all I want of snow, 


Hollywood residents paid as high as $22 for a pair of old 
shoes belonging to the late Rudolph Valentino. This price is 
considerable more than local attorneys would pay to step into 
the shoes of Judge Howard C. Spicer shoud he essay to suc- 
ceed himself as Summit county’s famous divorce judge. 


Formation of a syndicate of tire manufacturers to buy crude 
rubber on the open market with an initial pool of $40,000,000 
indicates that America’s rubber is no longer in her neck. Most 
of the Akron companies have joined the combine. 
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Rev. W. S. Bixby, for 15 years director of the city depart- 
ment of charities has resigned and on February Ist will take 
up similar work in Nashville, Tenn. While the work of dis- 
pensing charity is sometimes under censure, Rey. Bixby ac- 
complished much good here and the best wishes of the com- 
munity go with him in his new field of endeavor. 


In Phil Gott’s compilation of building statistics appearing 
in the Builders’ Bulletin we find an item to the effect that 
Harvey S. Firestone is building a barn on Medina road to cost 
$15,000. It recalls the story of the flapper wife, and her 
classic reply to the real estate salesman who tried to sell 
her a home. What she said was as follows:—‘Why buy a 
home? I was born in a hospital ward, reared in a boarding 
school, educated in a college, courted in an automobile, and 
married in a church; get my meals at a cafeteria, live in an 
apartment; spending my mornings playing golf, my after- 
noons playing bridge; in the evening we dance or go to the 
movies; when I’m sick I go to the hospital, and when [ die 
I shall be buried from an undertaker’s. Why should we buy 
a house, I ask you? All we need is a garage with bedroom.” 


New Year’s couplet containing hidden question and answer 
regarding the personnel in the offices of Sheriff Jake Bollinger 
and Prosecutor Oscar Hunsicker, who begin their terms in Janu- 
ary :— 

Baa, Baa, black sheep, have you any pull? 
Yes sir; yes sir; but all the jobs are full. 


A statistician in the Central Savings & Trust Co. has it 
all figured out that Akron people spend $3,700,000 daily by 
check. Now if we can find out how much is spent daily in 
actual cash we will know exactly how much Akron people 
spend every day. And after we know all that what good 
does it do? 


There was something inspiring about the way Akron 
honored “Daddy” Oscar E. Olin, of the University of Akron 
faculty. The little purse of over $2,500 was nothing com- 
pared to the general tribute paid to a sterling character who 
has unselfishly devoted his life to the cause of education. He 
is still a dominant figure of the Henry Watterson type and 
it is undoubtedly the fervent prayer of all who know him 
that he continue to serve the University and the city for 
many years to come. 


As we start the New Year there comes over our political 
radio a new slogan for 1927 entitled “The Rybolt Administra- 
tion Stands on Its Own Bottom.” Now if they will add the 
“Black Bottom Dance” music to go along with it we will 
have an appropriate municipal anthem that will leave no 
doubt as to who is responsible for the mantle of black soot 
that covers each fall of snow and runs up our house cleaning 
and laundry bills. 


Napoleon stood at Willinsky, 

Pacing to and fro. 

Came a message from Dillinsky 
With success at the siege of Dough. 
“Stop fighting” cried the general, 
“There’s nothing in shot and shell 
“I’m gonna scrap this frog eatin army 
“And learn the Goodyear yell.” 


There is a libelous black canard in the report that every 
time Service Director William F. Peters gets his feet wet, 
Mayor Rybolt has a cold in the head. 


“Wish I were a Shakespeare,” (says one of our subscribers) 
“Just so I could write, the buzzing that is present in my 
head tonight. I would respectfully suggest a new song for 


January, 1927 


this year, dedicated to Akron and others who make money 
here. [I am not musical and [ cannot sing, but here’s two lines 
to start the thing. Come into my parlor said the Goodyear 
spider, and the common fly stockholder was soon inside her.” 


The 1927 budget to advertise Lipton’s tea in America calls 
for an expenditure of $30,000 a month. The Better Business 
Commission ought to look into this and find out what kind 
of tea it is. 


Love Song 


Dedicated to Goodyear control. 
I’d fasten the earth to a little stand 
And tint it a silver hue; 
I’d come and put it in your hand 
With a couple of gold bonds too. 


I'd circle the seas with a cable of steel 
And put all the stars in a bowl of stew; 
I'd tie the moon to an automobile 

And bring them all to you. 


When the chief “kapellmeister” in the service department at 
the city building took down his blue prints and traced out 
the sewers that were to feed the disposal plant at Botzum he 
probably said, “Yes we are all right, these dots and lines in- 
dicate we are on the right course.” It reminds us of the story 
of the sea captain who asked his mate on a stormy night how 
near the boat was to the Canary Islands. The mate took 
down a greasy map and said, “Yes, we are all right. I got 
the location. Those dots are the Canary Islands.” The cap- 
tain looked at the map. “Fine,” he said, “if them’s the Can- 
ary Islands. But if they’s fly specks, Heaven help us.” The 
second time city officials looked at their blue prints they dis- 
covered they were off the course by just one sewer link and 
it will cost $3,000,000 to build the new interceptor. These 
things usually result when the mate and not the captain is 
running the ship. 


An optimist is one who has business pending before some 
committee of the city council and expects action to be taken 
on it before the coming of the second flood. 


They were looking at an apartment on West Hill. “Re- 
member,” said the owner’s agent, “no dogs, no cats, no can- 
aries, no radios, no children, is that understood?” “Yes,” 
replied the timid husband, “we'll take it but we don’t want 
to take advantage of you so I'll just tell you now that I have 
a fountain pen that squeaks a little.” 


“How is your mayor?” asked one of the ecclesiastical persons 
visiting Akron in December. “Is he a steady man,” he quer- 
ied. “Steady” replied the democratic member of the de- 
nomination, “why if he was any steadier he would be motion- 


less.” 


The annual report of the Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. shows 
a net profit of over $7,500,000. The company is to be con- 
gratulated on this showing. It demonstrates as nothing else 
can, the results that may be achieved when a company is not 
loaded down with charges, attorneys fees, high interest rates, 
and other rake-offs imposed by banker control for financing. 


H. Karl Butler, Akron scout executive, who died in Decem- 
ber, proved to be a real Santa to the boy scouts. He left them 
414 acres of land, mostly in a virgin state and located on the 
Peninsula road near Chittenden corners. It is worth $100,000. 
The scouts must raise $100,000 before obtaining clear title and 
add adjoining tracts and equip the scout reservation which is 
established there. The bequest is welcome news to all who 
support the boy scout movement. 
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Revelations in the recent trial to determine what is to be- 
come of $54,000 belonging to the late Ku Klux Klan of 
Akron, showed that the membership of this once potent or- 
ganization dwindled from 30,000 to 800. It is reasonable to 
suppose now that the reason all the office seekers joined the 
order was the belief that just being a member and paying $10 
would get them 30,000 votes. As there is no point in joining 
the organization now, the sensible thing to do with the $54,- 
000 isto erect a monument to D.C. Stephenson who collected 
over one million dollars on the crédulity of persons who con- 
fidently expected to see the dawn of the millenium. 

Black Bottom saves a life 
A man stood on the North Hill Bridge, 
“Now what'll I do,” he said. 
“My Goodyear common’s’got me broke 
And I may as well be déad, 
That snow below is full of soot 
I hate to make the junip 
Living, I’m a poor galoot 
And dead, they’d call me chump.” 


Peter Alfred Constantine Maria Von Hoogstraten, is only 
two years old, but he has been on every front page in the 
country. His father, Count Ludwig Salm, is discussing in 
court with his mother, nee Millicent Rogers, a little angle on 
an. inheritance. of $40,000,000. The von Hoogstratens con- 
front the same problem of what is a few million dollars in the 
family, that Akron confronts in the case of “Charley” Good- 
year. And in both instances the real question is, what is 
going to become of the child. If very court would restore 
children to their mothers heh no doubt but~Goodyear 


would come back to Akron, ~2 


The only thing wrong with our new city building is that 
they should have put the palms on the outside. 

Discerning political strategists have it that Mayor Rybolt 
will not seek a fourth term, as the folks who advise him 
how to run his office have exhausted their ideas. The real 
low down is that Councilman E. L. Marting is to be the heir- 
apparant to the throne and if the Frisby-Hall-Harter crowd 
will support him they can have the municipal insurance bus- 
iness and whatever else is on the Xmas tree. Lloyd Carter 
will go back in the firm of Carter and Jenkins and William 
F. Peters is not decided whether he will go into the allotment 
game or open a soft drink stand near the Botzum plant. 


Lest we forget. This is also the month that our repre- 
sentatives to the State legislature descend on the Capitol to 
make laws. The other day at a round table in the City Club 
somebody asked who the Summit county members of the leg- 
islature were. Twelve men at the table could only think of 
one man. Such is political fame. The senators are William 
R. Price, V, D. Emmons and W. Oliver Wise. The represen- 
tatives are Chris Weaver, Lloyd Weaver, G. H. Bellinger, 
H. S. Davidson and Elmer Boden. 


The annexation cry is being revived. Annexationists should 
remember that annexation always brings more dogs into the 
city. In Philadelphia they could vote. It’s all very well for 
Akron to adopt the towns of Cuyahoga Falls and Kenmore 
but someone will have to sell the idea about the benefits ac- 
cruing to each community, 


One hesitates to suggest any more law, as there are now 
more than we have time to violate, but there should be some 
effective way to protect merchants from “going out of bus- 
iness sales” put on by firms that never go out, or at least pro- 
long the agony beyond all bounds of reasonable public 
patience. Scatterday the jeweler and Goodlow the clothier 
are notable 1926 instances of these protracted “We are Thru” 
sales. 
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Pa Akron should see to it that lights are placed at Five 
Points and at Portage Path, Exchange St. and Work Drive. 

Suggestion for democratic campaign song. “Mayor Rybolt’s 
Garter May have lost its Stretch, but Akron Is Still the Rub- 
ber Center of the World.” 


It takes two full grown fubber trees two whole years to 
produce one tire for a flivver. We should think a rubber 
tree, if it ever stops to think, would be overcome with a sense 
of the futility of its existence. And still Mr. Firestone is ap- 
proaching the work in Liberia with the same patience and 
fortitude that P, W. Litchfield approaches the federal govern- 
ment in his endeavors to get appropriations for the dirigible 
industry. 


In this day of miracles Akron may well take cognizance of 
the plans for the All American waterway from the great lakes 
to the Atlantic. The cost of the St. Lawrence waterway to be 
borne by Canada and the U. S. is $173,500,000. The cost of 
the All American route is $506,000,000. If this goes through 
we may reasonably expect to see Greece send a battleship up 
the Cuyahoga river to stand by the Greek restaurants and ward 
off an attack by the Ku Klux Klan. Our own battleships are 
even now sneaking up unknown rivers in China to protect rep- 
resentatives of American industry from Boxer rebellions. 


Something new for Akron is the formation of the Akron 
Foundation. People desiring to leave bequests to local 
charities, or to any worthy local cause, or who may desire 
unbiased counsel on how to dispose of money or property 
for the public good, can consult with the executives of this 
foundation. The trustees are C. I. Bruner, of the First 
Trust & Savings Bank; Frank H. Mason of the same insti- 
tution; John W. Thomas, chairman of the board of Akron 
University; B. A. Polsky and J. Ed Good. These five men 
comprise a board of Akron’s most prominent citizens. Mr. 
Bruner as chairman can be seen at the bank and freely 
consulted with regard to all manner of financial gifts and 
donations. The entire board acts on all matters. Persons 
who desire to include in their wills certain bequests of a 
public nature can be assured of expert advice and the Foun- 
dation itself is so organized that its work will always be 
carried on by a representative group of reputable Akron 
citizens. 


There have been days in the discontented periods of our 
municipal existence when the boys who liked to raise Cain 
poked fun at the Chamber 6f Commerce officials. It was 
even said, “An empty taxi cab drove up and the directors of 
the Chamber got out.” And yet when everyone is through 
passing the butter to the Chamber, it is a noticeable fact 
that it continues to function for the good of the community. 
We would do things different than the other fellow if we 
were in his place. They take a fling at our noon luncheon 
clubs where they say we are idling our motors and staying 
away from home. But all these clubs do good. Their offi- 
cers shoulder real responsibility. George H. Dunn, presi- 
dent of the Chamber of Commerce and H. O. Polsky, presi- 
dent of the Merchants Association, face the most prosper- 
ous year in the city’s history and there is a general dispo- 
sition, for once, to lay aside petty criticism, and get behind 
them for the general good of the community. 


The new year starts with a well grounded rumor that the 
National City Bank and the Central Savings & Trust Co. 
will be merged. It has been discussed before. The con- 
solidation would make it one of the largest financial institu- 
tions in the city. There is also talk that the Ohio State 
Bank may put up a new building. These suggestions all 
indicate a deep feeling of security among financial interests 
concerning the future of Akron. 


AKRON . TOPICS 


The physicians of Akron have formed an orchestra, or 
band. The purpose is not clearly set forth except that the 
doctors are taking advantage of all the amendments to the 
federal and state constitutions. It is going to be a unique 
and fine thing to have the doctors entertain us as the shoe 
is usually on the other foot and we have to entertain them. 
It is really one of the outstanding events in Akron history. 
What can be more thrilling than to hear the family physi- 
cian come down the street to our house playing “Valencia” 
or a parody on “California, Here I Come” on his Saxaphone- 
Or if they come in pairs for a consultation we will be given 
a rare treat in a banjo or ukulele duet a la Harold Parsons 
and Bill De Leone. They will probably make a specialty 
of playing at weddings and funerals, And if they learn to 
write music as well as they write prescriptions then such 
popular airs as, ‘“Camphorated* Blues,” the “Smallpox 
Charleston,” “The Hay Fever Jazz” and the “Pneumonia 


Glide” are sure to become a craze. 


Hunsicker and Bollinger 


County Prosecutor Oscar Hunsicker starts his term of of- 
fice this month at a salary of $5,500 a year. His aides serve 
at $400 to $350 a month. There may be those who will 
criticize these aides if some of them carry on private prac- 
tice in their down town offices. But still $5,000 and $4,000 is 
not much salary today for a family that must keep up cer- 
tain appearances and contribute to party campaigns. So 
long as the private practice does not interfere with the pub- 
lic business, the best interests of the people will be served. 
And those who know Mr. Hunsicker have that faith in his 
integrity to believe he will not permit any law business to 
be placed with any of his assistants that may savor of com- 
pensation for favors rendered in the prosecutor’s office. 


Sheriff Jacob Bollinger starts his term of office this month 
at a salary of $4,580 a year. There will be extras of course 
for feeding prisoners in the jail. Sheriffs have never revealed 
what these extras amounted to but candidates for the office 
have intimated that they yield more than the salary. As we 
face the future in 1927 the good wishes of all people are ex- 
tended to these two officials. Upon their shoulders rests 
the responsibility of firm and conservative law enforcement. 
The applause and congratulations are over. From now on 
the people will be watching the sheriff and the prosecutor. 
If their oaths and obligations were not taken in vain all will 
be well. The law abiding people are in the majority and 
will resent any favors being ..granted to so-called political 
leaders, some of whom are not even citizens of the United 
States, in order that they may conduct questionable enter- 
prises in the county through the indifference of enforcing 
officers. 

Akron Topics felicitates 
wishes them success in all their efforts for an outstanding 
administration of law and order. 


both of these new officials and 


Convention Coming 


Akron entertained 14 conventions during 1926. It is ex- 
pected that this number will be exceeded this year. The most 
gala event will be the grand conclave of the grand command- 
ery of Knights Templar of Ohio which meets here about 
10,000 strong in October. The parade of plumed knights will 
be a pageant well worth seeing, Reviewing stands to seat 
8,000 people will be erected along the line of march. 


The fifth district of Optimist clubs will bring a big delega- 
tion to the city on April 22-23. The Altrusa clubs of Ohio are 
coming in force on September 4 and 5. The Ohio Pur- 
chasing Agents will be here on October 19 and 21. 
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NEW PRESIDENT OF MERCHANTS 
ASSOCIATION 


HARRY O. POLSKY 


Conduct Successful Drive 


The Akron and Summit County Federation of Women’s 
clubs went over the top again by conducting a most success- 
ful sale of Christmas seals. The work was in charge of a 
committee headed by Mrs. T. A. Chittenden which was as- 
sisted by the following organizations: Home & School League, 
Jewish Organization, Monday Study Club, Fortnightly Club, 
D. A. R., College club and North Hill Literary club. 


Honors Conferred on Akronites 


Rev. Stephen Keeler of St. Paul’s church has been elected 
president of the Torch club, a new luncheon organization com- 
posed of professional men. Rev. Keeler is also president of 
the Ministerial Association and is one of the most cordially ad- 
mired clergymen who ever came to Akron. He bears a close 
resemblance to Father Dowd and many persons have mis- 


taken the one for the other. 


Wm. H. Eager and Karl Kendig, president and secretary- 
treasurer respectively of the old Whitman-Barnes Co, have 
been elected to similar offices in the new Detroit corporation 


of that name. 


Fred W. Adams, well known and popular broker has been 
elected a director in the National City Bank. 

Herman FE. Werner, assistant prosecutor under Walter 
Booth, has been named assistant to Attorney General Ed- 
ward C. Turner. This is a deserved promotion and the good 
wishes of Akronites go out to Mr. Werner in his new field of 


labor. 


Wade De Woody, popular Akron attorney, has been elected 
president of the North Hill Board of Trade, 


Attorneys Virgil Rogers, Aldrich Underwood, Stephen 
Colopy and Lee Ferbstein have been named assistants to 
County Prosecutor Oscar Hunsicker. They will have most 
conspicuous parts in prosecuting law violators in the county 
during the next two years. 


Myron J. Jones, director of labor at the Goodrich has been 
signally honored by his election to the presidency of Wooster 
College Alumni Association of Akron and Summit county. 
Other officers are Robert F. Guinther, member of the Board 
of Education, vice president; E. Boyd Gill, representative in 
alumni council; Mrs. J. C. Clinefelter, secretary and treasurer. 
The college is 60 years old. 


Club Activities 


L. C. McFarland was elected president of the Exchange 
club for 1927. He succeeds George T, McKeon. Mr. Mc- 
Farland is the well known florist. Mr. McKeon is assistant 
postmaster. Other officers are R. M. Waterhouse, assistant 
superintendent of schools, vice president; L. A. Watts, and 
R. M. Pierson, second and third vice presidents; C. H. Lahr, 
treasurer and Earl Cahoon, secretary. 


C. H. Pockrandt, general manager of the Pockrandt Paint 
Co. was elected president of the Eskimo Club for 1927. R. A. 
Porter is vice president, and Frank A. Schoner, secretary and 
treasurer, 


Dr. C. L. Hyde, of Springfield Lake Sanitorium, will be- 
come president elect of the Summit County Medical Society 
on January 4 succeeding Dr. W. A. Hoyt who takes the 
office of president at that time. At the expiration of Dr. 
Hoyt’s term of office Dr, Hyde becomes president. Dr. A. S. 
McCormick was re-elected secretary and treasurer. Drs. D. 
H. Morgan, H. S. Davidson and J. D. Smith were re-elected 
delegates to the Ohio State Medical Association. 


Various clubs throughout the city will take up in 1927 the 
question of annexing Kenmore and Cuyahoga Falls to Akron. 
The issue has been up on numerous occasions. Support of 
the project has never been enlisted to any great extent be- 
cause few people seem to know the Wehefits that will come to 
the communities that will wipe ott their present corporation 
lines by the merger. 


Rev, George Cross Baner, for 12 years pastor of the First 
Universal church, has been named president of the Kiwanis 
club for 1927, He will succeed T. Steve Eichelberger. Other 
officers elected were John W. Giltner, first vice president; 
Ralph Busbey, second vice president; J. L. Swinehart, treas- 
urer and Phil G. Gott, secretary. 


The North Akron board of trade will send William Clerkin, 
Jr. to Columbus on January 11 to urge before the Public 
Utilities Commission the need of gates at the dangerous 
Bettes Corners Crossing, The commission has been exceed- 
ingly indifferent to the protests of Akron citizens concerning 
the conditions at this crossing. 


1) 


When East Meets West 


Seeing in each other attributes which they believed essen- 
tial to the success of a business to go under the title of “Sales 
and Advertising Counsel,’ E. D. Eddy and R. W. Clark formed 
a partnership in the spring of 1924 which has grown until at 
the present time there are seven persons in the organization of 


Eddy & Clark, Inc. 


Basically, of course, there had to be a background of. sales 
and advertising experience, but in addition there was, and still 
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E. D. EDDY 


is, the conservatism of New England, coupled with the optim- 
ism of California. Mr. Clark is the New Englander, long 
since transplanted, but conservative none the less. Mr. Eddy 
is the Californian, also long since removed from the native 
habitat, but still possessed of the “greatest 
world” complex. Fortunately, however, Ohio runs a good 
second in this instance. 


state in the 


The business was founded on the theory that Akron is a 
city of sufficient size and importance to support and to be 
served profitably by The 
history of the institution up to the present seems to indicate 
that the theory was and is sound. The original office of 
Eddy and Clark, as a partnership, was in the Metropolitan 
Building. That was early in.1924. Three times the firm has 
been compelled to move, in order to obtain more space. The 
present offices are in the Akron Savings and Loan Building. 


a first class advertising agency. 


But, to return to the founders of the corporation. Each had 
been with Goodyear for the preceding five years in sales, ad- 
vertising and sales promotion capacities. Mr. Clark was man- 
ager of the sales promotion department for the five years be- 
fore “coming downtown.” Mr. Eddy was in the advertising 
and sales promotion departments for several years and was on 
the personal staff of the manager when he left to 
“go downtown.” 


sales 


Prior to his coming to Goodyear, Mr. Eddy was sales man- 
ager of the Oxweld Acetylene Company in Chicago, and prior 
to that was sales manager of the Coast Products Company of 
St. Louis. Mr. Clark left his position as manager of sales 
and advertising for the General Laboratories of Madison, 
Wis., to come to Goodyear in 1919. Other previous connec- 
tions include manager of the service department of the United 
Profit Sharing Corporation, Chicago; advertising manager of 
the Porter-Motter Company, Chicago, and others. 


Just as when Greek meets Greek, an “American restaurant” 
is the result, so when East meets West, an advertising agency 
is given to Akron. 


AKRON TOPICS 


HOW THE CRIMINAL AND CIVIL COURT WORK 
HAS GROWN 


By COMMON PLEAS 


EDITOR’S NOTE: This story is one of the surprises we promised 
our readers for 1927. No one is better qualified to write upon this sub- 
ject. Judge Fritch is one of the most able jurists in Ohio, if not in the 
country. He truly subscribes to the saying, “A handful of right is worth 
a bagful of might.’’ The reasons he gave for his decision in the Work- 
man case, which were upheld by the Court of Appeals, and Governor 
Donahey, stand forth as a classic in criminal jurisprudence. 


With the changes that have accompanied the transforma- 
tion of our community into a modern industrial center human 
relations have become more involyed and complex and the 
problems brought into our courts for solution have increased 
in number and variety. Questions cover a wider range and 
new problems arise yet more cases belong to the classes that 
have confronted the courts since the foundation of the state. 


Previous to the enactment of the Ohio Prohibition law 
our Court of Common Pleas had before it but few cases for 
the violation of the regulatory laws then in force. Most cases 

. arising out of the liquor traffic 
were tried in the magistrates 
courts. Since the enactment of 
the Ohio Prohibition law the 
Court’ of Common Pleas has 
heard several hundred cases a 


year in which persons are 
charged with the violation of 
that law. In the year ending 


June 30, 1926, the court had be- 
fore it two hundred and twenty- 
one such cases. But it must not 
be concluded that bootlegging or 
violation of liquor laws is an ul- 
tra modern diversion or attribut- 
able solely to the activities of 
Volstead or Crabbe. Will 
rd Rogers in a recent letter to the 
president said that he could show 


—Godda 
JUDGE FRITSCH 


Mr. Coolidge stills in Oklahoma over a hundred years old. In 
this jurisdiction history records that one hundred and seven- 
teen years ago one Joshua King of Hudson was indicted and 
convicted of selling to Phineas Shepherd of Northampton a 


small quantity of whiskey, to wit, less than one quart. Under 
the then statute King could lawfully sell to Shepherd a much 
larger quantity of whiskey but not a quantity of less than one 
quart. 


Neither bootleggers nor their patrons would now voice 
any very strenuous protest against such a regulatory law. 


Our situation in relation to crime challenges attention. The 
ten year period from Jan. 1, 1890 to 1900 furnishes an inter- 
esting basis of comparison, The population of Akron in- 
creased from 42,000 to 69,000 (over 50%) but cases of crime 
in the Court of Common Pleas did not increase. Those were 
the days when George W. Sieber, Samuel G. Rogers, and R. 
M. Wannamaker were making reputations as prosecutors. 
The number of criminal cases filed in 1890 was fifty, in 1899, 
forty-eight. For the ten year period the whole number filed 
was five hundred and thirteen. This number represents less 
than seven months’ business in the prosecutor’s office at the 
present time. The number filed in the first five years of that 
period was two hundred and eighty-six as against two hundred 
and twenty-seven for the last five years, So that there was 
actually a decrease. 


Coming now to a later period the records show that 
one hundred and thirty-four criminal cases were filed in 1910, 
three hundred and forty-six in 1915, and nine hundred and 
twenty in 1920. Akron’s population increased in that period 
from 69,000 to 208,000. The Crabbe law was enacted by a vote 
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of the people in Nov. 1920 so that no violations of that law 
are included in the above figures. The number of criminal 
cases filed in the Common Pleas Court in the year ending 
June 30, 1926 was nine hundred and thirty-six but in order 
that a fair comparison may be made with the years before 
prohibition was enacted it is necessary to deduct two hundred 
and twenty-one cases for the violation of the Crabbe law, 
leaving seven hundred and fifteen cases of crime as against 
nine hundred and twenty in 1920. This indicates that cases 
of crime prosecuted in the Court of Common Pleas other 
than liquor cases have decreased 22% since 1920. Of course 
the amount of crime is still startling. 


The claim is sometimes made that the World War caused 
the increase in crime. This claim is not substantiated by the 
above figures, They show that crime increased at about the 
same rate from 1910 to 1915 as it did from 1915 to 1920. Of 
all of our population the young men who made up our mili- 
tary and naval forces would be the most likely to be brutalized 
by their experiences in the war, Yet court experience shows 
that these men are no more likely and in all probability are 
less likely to commit crime than the remainder of the popula- 
tion. Since the outbreak of the World War the writer has 
had before him fifty three persons charged with homicide, 
including murder in the first degree, murder in the second 
degree and manslaughter. Not one of these fifty three ever 
served in our military or naval forces. 


Actions for divorce requires much of the courts time. The 
considerable increase in the number of such cases presents 
a problem for which no solution has been found although it 
has engaged the attentions of thoughtful people for years. 


In the year 1900 ninety seven divorces were granted by the 
Court of Common Pleas of Summit County. In the year 
ending June 30, 1924 five hundred and eighty seven divorces 
were granted, in 1925, six hundred and fifty nine and in 1926, 
seven hundred and fifty-eight. Nearly eight times as many 
divorces were granted in 1926 as in 1900. The number of 
divorces granted does not tell the whole story of broken 
homes. Many more cases are filed than result in divorces 
granted. In 1924, nine hundred and twenty one were filed, 
in 1925 one thousand one hundred and thirteen, and in 1926, 
one thousand two hundred and eight. 


Some few favor the abolition of divorce, Others urge that 
marriage be hedged about with various regulations making 
it harder to enter the marriage relation in face of the fact that 
the history of that sort of legislation indicates that little if 
anything can be accomplished that will make the marriage 
state more permanent. There are many who advocate making 
the obtaining of a divorce more difficult. However, the only 
preventive of divorce in any case is successful marriage. It 
is obvious that making divorce more difficult will not make 
marriage more successful. This is not a problem for the 
judge or the lawmakers. There is but little that judges or 
legislators can do to remedy the situation, 


Civil causes, by which is meant every kind of case except 
criminal and juvenile cases, have likewise increased very 
greatly in number. In the year 1900, four hundred and seventy 
one civil actions were filed in the Court of Common Pleas, 
in 1926, four thousand five hundred and thirty three, or nearly 
ten times as many. This shows that civil cases have generally 
increased as rapidly as divorce actions and about as rapidly 


as criminal cases when the fact is taken into account that for 


several years last past the mumber of cases of serious 
crime has fallen off. The work of Akron’s Municipal Court 


has shown a great increase. That court in the year 1926 had 
(Continued to Page FS 
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WHO GOT THE $14,000 COMMISSION ON THE 
CONTRACTOR’S BONDr 


Editor’s note:—Akron Topics herewith presents another installment of 
a series of frank discussions, in which the people of this community have 
an important personal interest. If public business is not private business, 
then the officials most concerned will make a belated explanation of certain 
transactions that are now shrouded in mystery, and which have given rise 
to many unpleasant rumors that have unmistakably shaken the confidence 
and faith of Mayor Rybolt’s strongest supporters. As Akron will elect a 
new mayor this year, the article is timely and interesting. 


KRON has the mayor-manager form of government. That 

is to say the mayor has more power and influence, and draws 
more salary, than any previous executive in the history of the 
municipality. The mayor is absolute boss of the works. He can 
hire and fire anybody who doesn’t function for the best interests 
of the city. His salary is $7,500 a year. It is true this is not 
much for the chief executive of the most progressive city in Ohio. 
But he has various aides who share his executive responsibility. 
The present form of government became effective three years 
ago. Mayor D. C. Rybolt was then finishing his first term as 
mayor and president of the council. He is now entering his 
fourth year as mayor-manager. Sharing executive authority 
with him are his service director, William F. Peters, and his safety 
director Lloyd D. Carter. For this executive management Akron 
pays $18,500 a year. The salary of Mr. Peters being $6,000 and 
Mr. Carter $5,000. 

Keeping this in mind together with the fact that this is a busi- 
ness administration, if it is anything at all, we will take up one 
phase of the administrative program to illustrate how much a 
business administration can be unbusinesslike. 


A $10,000,000 Enterprise 


After Mayor Rybolt entered on his second term in 1924 we were 
informed that the city was working on plans to build a new 
sewage disposal plant to cost a couple of million dollars. Early 
in 1926 the plans matured and the contract was let for a plant 
to be built far down the Cuyahoga Valley at Botzum at a cost 
of nearly $3,000,000. At the same time it was said that the sum 
of $1,800,000 would be needed for intercepting sewers to connect 
up the city system so all sewers would flow into this plant. Since 
these plans were announced an additional $750,000 has been added 
to the cost of the Botzum works and if not at once, at least a 
little later a new sewer, apparently not thought of before, will 
have to be built at a cost of $3,000,000. It would not be exagger- 
ating to say that before the plant and sewer system are com- 
pleted the taxpayers will have invested $10,000,000 in the enter- 
prise. The total of all figures so far submitted indicate the cost 
is now $8,500,000. The new $3,000,000 sewer is to run from a 
point near the Swinehart plant to Botzum. And until it is built 
the city will use the old sewage disposal plant where from seven 
to ten millions of gallons of sewage-are purified daily. 


The Mystery of the Bond 


When the contract was let it was necessary to place the contrac- 
tor under a bond commensurate with the job and to guarantee 
performance. The procedure is not new. It was perhaps the larg- 
est bond (over $2,000,000) ever written in Akron. It was wholly 
up to the contractor under the specifications to place this bond 
where he wished. It certainly was the best kind of good business 
to let him do so, since the city by telling him where to place it, 
immediately would put itself under deep obligation where it 
would have to wink its eye and grant favors for the benefit of 
the contractor and at the expense of the city. Now the premium 
on this bond was around $40,000. The agent’s commission was 
around $14,000. All of the big insurance companies in Akron sub- 
mitted bids for this contract. And like all of the big concerns 
that bid on materials that went ‘into the plant, they were left out 
in the cold when the thing was finally disposed of. Mayor Ry- 
bolt and his service director Mr. Peters ignored the procedure 
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of a strictly business administration and behind closed doors and 
in secret conference juggled the bond deal around, while at the 
same time they were chasing local insurance men from pillar to 
post. 


One must not lose sight of the fact that there was $14,000 
profit for somebody in this deal. Former governor Harry L. 
Davis, representing the Davis-Farley Co. of Cleveland, came here 
in person to pull wires for this bond business. He gave a dinner 
at the Portage hotel to some of the officials. But the specifi- 
cations stated that this bond was to go to a local firm, because 
the Rybolt administration wanted to patronize home industry. Also 
because such firms as The Heberich-Hall-Harter Co., The Bru- 
ner-Goodhue-Cooke-Cranz Agency, The MclIntosh-Bowers-West 
Co., The Seibert-Berry Agency, The Permanent Title Agency, 
were all heavy taxpayers in the city. It was not a question of a 
cheap rate. Only a few bonding companies can write the busi- 
ness and the rate is about the same. 


It therefore came like a bomb out of a clear sky when an 
obscure firm was announced as the successful bidder for the bond. 
Representatives from most of the above companies appeared be- 
fore Mayor Rybolt and protested the award of this bond. There 
were charges and counter charges that the contractor was ordered 
to place the business where the city wanted it placed. Represent- 
atives of the above agencies stated that the agent who signed the 
bond had never done over $50,000 in that kind of business before 
and that the resident agent of the United States Fidelity and 
Guarantee Co., who wrote the bond, is the Permanent Title 
Agency. The Permanent Title Agency was at no time consid- 
ered although it was the only agency conforming to the “local 
agent” clause in the specifications, so far as the U. S. F. & G. Co., 
was concerned. 


This proceed:ng by a purely business administration will always 
leave a doubt and suspicion as to just what actually did happen 
before this bond was written and signed. It is rumored that cer- 
tain of the members of Mayor Rybolt’s official family went to 
Cleveland to discuss if not “handle” some angles of the bond busi- 
ness. Mayor Rybolt’s attitude with the representatives who pro- 
tested the way in which this business was handled was that the 
matter was up to Mr. Peters. It was pointed out that the plans 
and specifications were so drawn up that the service director was 
all powerful and all disputes of any nature whatsoever were to 
be decided by him. 


The Mayor’s attitude did not sit well with local concerns. He 
had appointed Mr. Peters and was responsible for his acts. It 
was contended then and now that if Mayor Rybolt and his service 
director were giving Akron a business administration, and they 
did have the best interests of the city at heart, they would have 
conducted this bond deal in the open, and published the names 
of all bidders and finally the award, the price and the agent’s 
commission. If the contractor acted for himself in the matter 
the same responsibility rested upon Mayor Rybolt and his aide 
Mr. Peters to make public the same information. Any private 
corporation would have done the same thing. It was simply one 


phase of public business having to do with the spending of mil- 
lions of dollars. 


Didn’t Know Amount of Deficit 


It will be a shock to the followers of Mayor Rybolt to learn 
of the unique situation which exists at the municipal building. 
For a quarter of a century, as school teacher, principal and mayor, 
Mr. Rybolt has developed an enviable reputation for honesty, and 
good judgment. While it is true that he arrives early at his office 
and stays late, and apparently works harder than any employee, 
still after nearly six years at the city hall he professed ignorance 
a few days ago as to the exact amount of the deficit the City 
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faced on January lst. Early in 1926 Mayor Rybolt was advised 
that the administration would have to go slow or it would run out 
of money at the close of the year. At least a dozen times during 
the year the warning was repeated. There is absolutely no ex- 
cuse for such incompetency, as Mr. Rybolt had only to press a 
button and summon his director of finance and ask him what 
the deficit was. If he didn’t care to do this and inform the peo- 
ple of the state of their finances, it is that much more proof of 
his playing politics. Had Mayor Rybolt heeded the warnings of 
the threatened deficit, and put off building the $200,000 water- 
works garage on Johnson Street, and used the city property on 
Wooster avenue another year, he would not now be publicly con- 
fessing an inexcusable ignorance of the city’s finances. 


Yet there will be a deficit of $100,000 in the city treasury at 
the beginning of 1927. It is the old story of living beyond their 
incomes. One doesn’t like to quibble over necessary expenses for 
running a big municipality, but there is another item that chal- 
lenges attention in view of the need for public economy. It is 
the expenditure of something like $10,000 for a stable for horses 
used on garbage wagons. 

With the exercise of a littlhe——a very littl—of that economy 
and efficiency which was promised Akron under the mayor-mana- 
ger form of government, Akron would not now be starting the 
new year on short term notes to meet her payrolls. There will 
be those, who out of long friendship for Mr. Rybolt, will say 
that he is the victim of politics. Nothing could be further from 
the truth. No official in the whole state of Ohio, or the country 
for that matter, has the power over a municipality that Mr. Ry- 
bolt has over Akron. He is supreme. He can close Akron tighter 
than a drum, he can open it wider than the Amazon river. The 
burlesque shows are operating entirely with his knowledge and 
consent, anything he may tell the Ministerial Union to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. But that is not the point. It is common 
knowledge that certain things are allowed in Akron if certain 
bonding and insurance business is placed in a certain office. Most 
of us would like to believe that, like President Harding, close 
and intimate friends were taking advantage of Mayor Rybolt. 
But the thing has been going on too long, and the Mayor’s indif- 
ference to the protests of reputable citizens, indicates that he is 
loathe to disturb the family circle at the city hall, although he 
must have knowledge that some of the boys are playing “hookey 
from school.” 


Mayor Should Explain 


Failure to handle the bond deal in a strictly business-like man- 
ner has provoked much discussion for over a year in club circles. 
Bidders are not so much peeved over the fact that they lost out 
as they are over the veil of secrecy that cloaked the final award 
of this big bonding contract. There is a rumor that the agent 
who signed the bond received only $500 of the $14,000 commis- 
sion and the balance was divided among several persons. And 
that an insurance firm whose agents are active in and around the 
city building, is now the local agent for the United States Fidel- 
ity & Guarantee Co. This of course places them in a position to 
secure future business. It was inevitable that out of this; gossip 
closer scrutiny would be given to other acts of the administration. 
The burning of over a dozen cars in the municipal garage in De- 
cember revealed that they carried no insurance. It is also as- 
serted that there is no insurance on the municipal building. 


Mayor Rybolt can take cognizance of the public distrust of 
certain officials he has appointed to office, or he can continue to 
stand by them and thus condone a notorious use of public office 
to promote private enterprise. The responsibility is on his shoul- 
ders, nor can it be asserted too often that he is all powerful. The 
condition exists because he lets it exist and if he takes no action 
in the forthcoming year, then there need no longer be any doubt 
that he is not running the office-holders but.the office-holders 
are running him. 


January, 1927 


There is just one more word to say in conclusion about the 
bond deal. 

If there was fraud in the very inception of this contract, if 
the contractor permitted the city authorities to place this bond 
wherever they wished, with full knowledge that by giving them 
this authority, which he should have exercised himself, there was 
opportunity for those who would have important responsibility in 
connection with the building of the sewage disposal plant to par- 
ticipate in the premium of the bond, then, what can the taxpayers 
expect to get for the money which is being expended in this ob- 
scure place, way down the Cuyahoga valley at Botzum? 


It is the duty of the Mayor to ascertain what the facts are and 
to advise the taxpayers so that this rumor may either be entirely 
disproved or those who wrongfully participated in sharing in 
this premium given their just deserts. 


CRIMINAL AND CIVIL COURT WORK 
(Continued from Page 11) 

before it four times as many cases as in 1920 which was the 
first year of its existence. Since the creation of the Ninth 
District Court of Appeals the number of cases from Summit 
County filed in that court has shown a considerable increase. 

For several years following the hectic days of 1919 and 1920 
there was a flood of foreclosure actions. Individuals and bus- 
iness alike were deflated by judicial process. With better 
times the volume of court cases keeps on increasing but the 
increase is made up of different causes. Before the passage 
of the workmen’s compensation law our courts heard numer- 
ous cases in which employees sought to recover damages 
from employers for personal injuries, At the time of the 
passage of this law it was freely predicted that the number 
of cases in our courts would be greatly reduced and the trial 
lawyer who had a lucrative practice in that class of cases faced 
the future with some uncertainty amounting at times to 
gloom. But the gloom was quickly dispelled. We no longer 
have the employee’s personal injury cases in any considerable 
number but in their stead we have hundreds of cases of 
personal injury and property damage growing out of the use 
of the automobile. 


The growing lists of automobile accidents published in our 
daily papers result some weeks or months later in actions 
for damages in our courts. Some of course do not get into 
the courts because of the fact that the injured party discovers 
at once that the one whose negligence caused the accident is 
financially worthless. Others find to their dismay after re- 
ceiving a verdict in their favor that they are unable to collect 
anything. Years of experience in the trial of automobile ac- 
cident cases suggest that at least two things ought to be done 
now. Measures should be taken to eliminate that small per- 
centage of drivers who are a menace on the highways. All 
operators of motor vehicles of every kind should be required 
to carry adequate liability imsurance so that the innocent and 
unfortunate victim of the operators negligence may at least 
recover such financial compensation as a jury will award him. 

For the year 1927 the omens indicate an increase in the 
number of divorce cases and an increase in civil cases gen- 
erally, Prosecutions for crime other than liquor law violations 
will probably not increase in number. The activities of boot- 
leggers and their patrons will continue at about their present 
level. Owing largely to the indifferent attitude of a consider- 
able part of the public the stealing of automobiles will con- 
tinue to be a minor local industry in its proportions. Criminal 
lawyers will continue to ask for leniency in every case no 
matter how serious and they will be aided and abetted by 
sentimental individuals who lack the ability to think straight. 
It is the duty and province of the judge to administer justice 
aecording to law and without respect of persons. 
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Community Fund Reactions 


By 
I. S. MYERS 

It has been my privilege—and pleasure—to be associated 
with the drives ever since the organization of The Better 
Akron Federation 

This year, when I was chosen as chairman of the campaign 
I scarcely knew whether to be proud, indignant or fearful. 
I am inclined to think, however, that pride rather predominated 
although I pretended to be sore. I realized for the first time 
that Akron had a wonderful re- 
cord to maintain and that it was 
up to me to see that she held her 
record. I felt a lack of knowledge 
of the work of the Federation. 
I investigated the cost of putting 
on last year’s campaign plus the 
cost of collection of subscriptions, 
bookkeeping and all overhead ex- 
pense of the central office, and 
found it only 3 7/10 per cent of 
the amount collected and distribut- 
ed. 

I attended the meetings of the 
budget commission, heard 
the requests of the representatives 
of the various 
passed upon the same. Practically all of them requested more 
than they were finally allowed; but there was no jealousy. 
Each agreed to carry on to the best of their ability with the funds 
given them, and none even suggested that their activity was more 
important than any other. This, I feel, was the greatest in- 
spiration I had in the work. 


which 


I. S. MYERS 


beneficiaries and 


I secured a complete list of the subscriptions of last year. 
This was highly interesting. I found, of course, that those 
who were giving most liberally of their time to the Federa- 
tion were equally generous in their subscriptions; and those 
who criticised were invariably non-subscribers, I think every 
kicker in Akron saw me before or during the campaign, and, 
after hearing the story of wasted money in one activity or 
another, it always gave me a great kick to ask, “Whose 
money?” There were many interesting meetings before and 
during the campaign, The most enthusiastic and interesting 
was with the organized newsboys,. They came through with 
a larger percentage of subscribers than any other business or 
professional group. The Boy Scouts were a close second, 
with about 1,000 subscribers. It surely will be a cinch to put 
the campaign over after these boys grow up. 


The great problem of the community fund idea is a proper 
distribution of the load. I think we made some progress this 
year in that direction; but it will only be solved when people 
generally consider giving to a good cause a privilege rather 
than a burden. The campaign to me was a really worth-while 
experience. J got acquainted with people [I thought I had 
known for years, and found them a lot better than I imagined. 
I feel somewhat like the average fellow who went over-seas 
during the World War, who says, “I wouldn’t have missed 
the experience for a million dollars, but I don’t care to go 
again,’—or like the woman with ten children who wouldn’t 
sell one for ten million dollars but wouldn’t give a nickel for 
another, 


How the fund will be divided: 


The total amount of the fund will be divided as follows 
among the agencies: 


Family Service Society— 


ee eel: tere eee $ 50,748 
25,000 


ee 
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For Emergency Hospital Relief 20,000 


Catholic Service League— 


eee ee ee we Sk 


ee I Gr Sires Sere h cee ancsd.cas ¥ ys hae hee oR 49,000 

Pe ONS. owish man ks tes ius as eer eye BESES SF 2,000 

F AION Sie enn te kh inbHis eee ce aie 1,400 
Jewish Social Service Federattattea. 7.05 60.5... oeev ea 24,600 
Cuyahoga Falls Welfare Federation ..............0.8. 8,000 
Cuyahoga Falls Nursing Association .................. 800 
Kenmore Associated. CRGGIIIES 56 ier 5 ren walkie ee eee 4,850 
Gaty TIGSpIERL OF -FARTOM: airy cmd 4 066s Wid tee ess 32,800 
Chiltten-s:ttessital..of Aberon. gisivieaticd.. <0 0t din’ - thas 40,000 
Mast...day— Marsecy.— ged. inS «o ied ivdasian Geieeag 5,000 
Boy Scouts— 

Penns aes Os i PE ae. CC 18,177 

Pod tm Ne oes... os oe cy SPOR EU URD eR eeen edn 2,500 

a sre see rt ois + ns 5.4 vais PROD Ee as Aa og 2,500 
ON NS eae eee eee eee mire see ee 10,000 
ee i aii eek Ls 5 age oon bd ania Bead eee 40,323 
A ie SP ee es Ce eee 39,500 
ee NE oo sees Gundy ors + vs ord eee ee ee 10,000 
ene ENCES ois oo orn a ce eae webs sot eee 7,500 
Pritemce “fircetiied PlGMseS, -... s cpavi ves 6 Fes we cama on 7,000 
Association for Colored Community Work ............ 9918 
East- Akron Comateinity Houte 26.0 i caids sees cies esse. 5,000 
Salvation Army for Akron and Cuyahoga Falls...... 19,000 
SECM OCT WICe TACNONGE s..5 os Uh arabes ede aires es 4,000 
Better. Peron, Federation -') oo t.c. ana ¥nivs= cps venpesdsa 12,484 
Rebate THD CARRS dating warp aba tos iS ale treat # Sree » 7,000 
Agency De featiga 7a FORE Cds oe oe Set. Dan 17,845 
Riorida-~-BONet Sage tear re rr or Fie fakes eee 25,000 


This makes a total of $501,945 to which is added $50,000 to 
allow for shrinkage in collections caused by deaths or re- 
movals from the city. 


Akron Auto Show 


A model automobile repair shop will be the unusual feature 
of the 13th annual Akron Automobile Show to be held in the 
Goodrich Building on Main St. just south of Exchange from 
February 5 to 12. 

The complete equipment is that being installed by The Auto- 
mobile Dealers Association in} an apprentice school to be con- 
ducted by The Board of Education in the Perkins School Build- 
ing beginning immediately after the show. The dealers associ- 
ation has been working for the past year to improve the methods 
of servicing cars and as a part of this campaign is establishing 
this school to develop properly-trained mechanics. 


The school is a co-operative one with the boys spending the 
first year in direct classroom and shop work under Board of 
Education supervision. The second year will be spent half-time 
in the dealers’ places and half-time in school; with the third year 
five days a week in dealers’ shops and one day a week in school. 


Credits will be given and diplomas issued to the graduating 
classes each year just as in regular high school courses. The 
public will be given an opportunity at the show for the first time 
to see the classes and their instructor. 


Accessory space is being sold rapidly and automobile exhibition 
space was sold out early in December. The entire program is 
outlined and there is little doubt that the show will be the most 
attractive that Akron ever has’'seen. 

Decorations will be handled by the same firm as last year and 
are much more beautiful, according to preliminary sketches which 
have been viewed by the show management. 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Auction Bridge 


Initial Bids. Four-Card Suit-bids 
By CHARLOTTE COTTON DAVIS 


Modern auction doctrines, substantiated by recent experi- 
ence have proven that when a four-card suit of qualifying 
strength is not bid, a valuable opportunity is often lost. Fre- 
quently when the bid has been made the partner of the bidder 
overcalls with a game-going No Trump; or if the partner have 
four cards of the suit bid initially, game in that suit is pro- 
duced. The bidder seldom has sufficient strength to bid more 
than one, so that if the suit is not bid initially it cannot be 
named at all, and the opportunity to find out whether the bid 
suited the partner’s hand has been lost. 

Little harm can result from the bid if soundly made, be- 
cause if it is doubled the double is informatory, and the bid 
will probably be overcalled by the partner of the doubler. If 
the bid is left in and the partner of the bidder has a worth- 
less hand the adversaries may score 100 or 150, but even 
this loss may not be an actual one, as, if the bid had not been 
made, the adversaries would certainly have bid, and probably 
have made game. There is little probability of a set, how- 
ever, as modern bidders are not apt to allow a Declarer’s initial 
one-bid to stand when there is a chance for game in their own 
hands. It will be seen that no great harm can come from a 
bid of this sort, while passing it may prove disastrous. Three 
other players will have an opportunity to name their suits, 
and by that time the bidding will probably have progressed 
so far that it will be impossible for the four-card suit holder 
to make the high bid now necessary if the contract is to be 
obtained. 

It would be unwise to leave the subject of initial four-card 
suit-bids without stating that be they made ever so correctly, 
the partner of the bidder must understand the bidding of 
four-card suits, and make the necessary denial bid when the 
occasion demands it, and the strength of his hand justifies it. 

For the benefit of venturous players who may wish to ex- 
periment with strong three card suits, the writer desires to 
quote Milton C. Work, who states, “A short suit should never 
be bid originally, regardless of its strength; even the holding 
of Ace-King-Queen does not ee cd the bidding of such a 
suit.” 

Broadly speaking, the holding gi an initial four-card suit- 
bid should show substantially three tricks. 

The hand below illustrates the value of bidding four-card 
suits. It will be seen that game for the dealer depends upon 
whether he names the four-card Spade suit initially. 


one 


a7 a 9862 
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Trick 1. West leads the King of Hearts, which the Declarer 
holds with the Ace. 

Trick 2. Declarer leads the King of Spades. 

Trick 3. Declarer leads the trey of Spades, taking the trick 
with the ten in the Dummy. 

Trick 4. Declarer leads the -King of — © from the 
Dummy. 
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Trick 5. Declarer leads: the Queen of Diamonds from the 
Dummy. 

Trick 6. Declarer leads the Ace of Diamonds from the 
Dummy. 

Trick 7. Declarer leads the 7 of Diamonds from the Dummy. 
East plays the Jack and South trumps with the Ace of Spades. 

Trick 8. Declarer leads the 4 of Spades which he wins with 
the Jack in the Dummy. 

Trick 9. Declarer leads the Queen of Spades from the 
Dummy. 

Trick 10. Declarer leads the ten of Diamonds from the 
Dummy winning the trick. 

Trick 11. Declarer leads the 8 of Diamonds from the 
Dummy winning the trick. 

Trick 12. Declarer leads a Club, which the Adversary wins. 

Trick 13. Adversary wins the remaining Club trick. 


Paris Mirror of Fashion 
By MME. MAURICE MOULIN 


Shoes—The vogue for, oxford is increasing, and ‘evening shoes 
in lace oxford style are shown in metallized kids, silver and gold: 

Bags—The kid bag of very supple quality, shirred full at the 
frame, is the note. Parti-color effects are very strong in bags 
as in dresses, beige trimmed with bottle green being one of the 
preferred combinations. Monograms in colored. composition on 
black bags are the fashion. 

Perfume Bottles—The vogue for plaids extends to perfume 
bottles, one of the novelties shown recently being of white crystal 
with large plaid in scarlet and scarlet cork. 

Hats and Umbrellas—Rubberized hats and umbrellas are 
shown either in plain crepe de Chine or in plaided silk. 

Jenny is the last of the dressmakers to have shown her mid- 
season collection. She shows colored coats over black dresses. 
Her coats are full length or three quarter length. She continues 
to feature dresses with a deep oval or leaf shaped yoke at the 
back in sheer material and in contrasting color to the dress. These 
yokes extend over at front to tie at the base of the neck. 

Black and green, black and white, black and pink are con- 
spicuous at Jenny’s. She features bolero bodices, V necks and 
surplice closings. She shows tailor dresses with Galuchat collar 
and cuffs. She also uses heavy ecru lace on cloth dresses. 

Colored silk cord is used by Jenny to finish the neck of after- 
noon dresses in black crepe. Very fine reps, —crepe de Chine 
and taffeta are the leading fabrics at this house. 


New York Mirror of Fashion 
By ALICE MAXWELL APPO 


Spring Silhouette Varied—The new Spring coats show a var- 
iation in silhouette to the extent that some models are flared and 
cthers keep to straight lines. In addition, a few have tucks or 
pleated treatments to yoke depth, which gives a new flare from 
the shoulder. Sleeves are variable, some being straight and others 
flared at the wrist, while both the set-in sleeve and the dolman 
shoulder are represented. 

Furs Favored As Trimming—There is a marked use of furs, 
notably the short or shaved type. A Worth model has plastron 
front and buckled cuffs of brown and white unborn calf, and 
Premet trims a black rep with the black and white calfskin. 
Other ‘furs represented in the collection are gazelle, white 
ermine, kidskin, barunduki, printed gazelle and dyed rabbit. 

Embroidered In Multi-Colored Effects—An embroidered coat 
from Brandt employs many tones of rose and gray braid on a 
black silk surface. A fancy silk and metal stitching finished with 
arrowheads is featured by Agnes. An elaborate treatment of self- 
colored silk embroidered in chain stitch encrusts a cape collar 
and shawl revers on a taupe silk model from Lebouvier. Other 
details of trimming include gold kid on a Jenny model, shirred 
and tucked taffeta on a cloth coat from Agnes, contrasting pip- 
ings on a Martial et Armand model, and elaborate ombre crystal 
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beading on a navy blue serge from Bernard. Belts are included, 
some extending all around and others across the front. The calf- 
skin belt is a novel touch. A number of garments have jacket 
treatments at back or side, on the order of slightly long boleros. 

Wool and Silk Weaves Share Honors—The materials and 
colors include beige kashadrap, navy, crepella, navy poplin, tan 
basket weave wool mixture, black and tan novelty wool mixture, 
navy blue wool tricotine, tan popalga, black rep, gray burella, red 
broadcloth and tan rep. The silk fabrics in the collection include 
gray crepe de Chine, black and white crepe satin in combination, 
and black crepe marocain. 

Bionnet’s geometric handling is noted in a coat of English 
mixture combining two shades of gray and cut with the dolman 
fullness at the underarm. The wide shawl collar is designed 
without the usual fur trimming in this instance. 


Smart Women Are Wearing 


The Fugitive—We have done considerable talking about the 
squarenecked horizontal striped blouse or sweater. One day this 
week we noticed two very smart women lunching at Pierre’s 
wearing this type costume. One was a beige silk sweater striped 
in a slightly deeper shade, the other, two piece crepe frock in 
dull rose striped in a deeper shade of the same color. 

Beige—Beige has a great many followers for the more dressy 
type of luncheon or afternoon frocks. A goodly number of women 
wearing beige and black ensembles have been noted lately. The 
dress and hat of the former with the black coat. 

Brown Fox Collars—The black coat trimmed with brown 
fox shawl collar is adding to its followers among the fashionables. 
We see this coat at all smart gatherings. 

Bangle Bracelets—Interesting among the things new in jewelry 
are the sets of bangle bracelets—worn twenty-four on one arm. 
They are simply narrow gold bands. New York’s smartest women 
are now wearing these. We have just located some in the market. 
Ben Felsenthal, 1 East 33 street is making these bracelets in three 
shades of gold and silver to be worn together. They are copies 
of imports. Although not on the market yet they will be priced 
around twenty cents each. We recommend these bangle sets as 
smart for your costume jewelry department. Felsenthal is calling 
his “The Avenue.” 


Our London Letter 


U. S. Ambassador in England has Lovely House But—The 
American Ambassador in London, Mr. A. B. Houghton, is~ at 
present living in the most meagerly furnished house in London. 
The position is this. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Houghton moved into the new Embassy at 
Princes Gate—the mansion that Pierpont Morgan presented for 
this purpose—Mrs. Houghton proceeded to buy the necessary 
furniture. Suddenly, out of the blue, came the announcement that 
Washington could not sanction the furniture expenditure unless 
it were all bought in the United States. 

So Mrs. Houghton had her baggage packed and sailed for home 
to collect her own furniture and have it sent over. In the mean- 
while Ambassador Houghton was telling friends at the Thanks- 
giving gathering at the Savoy the other night that he was making 
do with a table or two and an easy chair. 

Mayfair Matrons Finding Skating a New Fad. London is now 
paying 15,000 dollars a week to American saxophonologists to 
coax its feet into the foxtrot and the Charleston. 

Mayfair is more dance-mad than ever and the West End hotels 
have spent enormous sums in laying new dance floors and new 
lighting systems for the dance scene. Ice skating started in Lon- 
don this week in a small exclusive club, but its popularity will be 
limited compared with that of the dance floor. A kind of com- 
promise has been effected in that the skaters skate to broadcast 
dance music. 

Speaking of broadcasting, the programme recently conceived by 
David Sarnoff of establishing a weekly trans-Atlantic programme 
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will probably materialize this month, and by Christmas it is hoped 
to have a regular interchange of programmes, 

King George Wears ’em Now. King George made his first 
public appearance in spectacles this week when he left Buckingham 
Palace on his way to his rust:cating seat at Sandringham. Perhaps 
one reason for this is that in the journey by automobile from the 
Palace to the railroad terminus he was engrossed with some 
State papers. 

He wears them mostly as a precautionary measure, for his 
shooting is still as deadly as ever, as his friends well know. The 
spectacles, needless to say, are of the horn-rimmed variety. 

Lucky eh? He Can't Ride in Trolley or ’Bus. The new Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Roland Blades, who himself had to work 
for his living very hard only a comparatively few years ago, has 
been complaining that for the next year his rank will not allow 
him to ride in an omnibus, trolley-car or a taxi-cab. Strictly 
speaking, he should not ride in his own automobile, but always 
his state carriage, which is provided for the Lord Mayor of 
London. 

Fortunately the Lord Mayor is allowed to walk as much as he 
likes, and takes a walk each day from the Mansion House, along 
the Embankment, to the Houses of Parliament, and he generally 
walks back to the Mansion House as well. 

The reason for the strange prohibition is that whilst he is Lord 
Mayor of London he takes the rank of an Earl, but many an 
American visitor, jumping on to an omnibus during his stay in 
London, has, unknown to him, sat down next to an earl or a 
marquess, whilst the Prince of Wales rides as much in a taxi-cab 
as in his own auto. 

He Discovered Aspirin but Couldn’t Find One. The man who 
invented aspirin Herr Duesberg, general director of the great 
German Bayer chemistry firm, arrived at the Savoy Hotel, London, 
this week, where he is conferring with five other German indus- 
trialists and British representatives of commerce. 

What interested London most, however, was the announcement 
that when Herr Duesberg arrived he was suffering from the ef- 
fects of a rough crossing over the North Sea, and searched his 
luggage in vain for an aspirin to relieve his headache. 

The “Aspirin Man” had forgotten to pack them, and a bell-boy 
was promptly sent out to the nearest drug store to get some. 

In London Now. The white hair with the pinkish tinge is be- 
coming noticeable in London. Its effects, particularly on young 
women, are remarkable. The’ young Countess of Castle Stewart 
is its latest devotee. . 

Only three men in Europe are said to know the secret of how 
hair is given this striking tinge. Two of them are in Paris, and 
one in London. 

Americans who were in London on St. Andrew’s Night were 
given some of the famous Scottish haggis and liked it so much 
that there is talk of starting a haggis farm in U. S. But when 
they began to make inquiries nobody could tell them how to go 
about it. Even the Scotsman doesn’t know what the haggis is 
made of. 

A Fashion Fantasy. An effective black satin dress trimmed with 
fringe which was sewn on to a satin band three inches wide, and 
draped in a straight line round the hips. The long hanging erid 
on the left side was taken up and thrown round the shoulders, 
making a fascinating little transparent fringe cape. 


The Four Brass Urns 


A New Year’s Tale 
by 
Laurine Wanamaker Schwan 


The cynic regarded wearily the necessity of greeting the 
New Year. And then getting to his feet the light of resolve 
in his eyes he made his way to his portal. Behind him the 
house was dark and lowering but standing there with his bit- 
ter eyes he summoned to him a bright and shining figure. 

“And who are you?” said the shining one. 
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“T?” said the cynic. “Oh, Iam the man you came to be.” 

Incredulous the youth gazed painfully at the lines of the 
cynic’s face. 

“Oh, no! Surely I can never grow so drear and dark and 
hopeless,” said he shaking his head. “Oh, no!” 

The cynic answered in his matter-of-fact way, “But you did, 
my lad. And today I have called you back. A cynic, you'll 
admit, is not the person to make greeting to the New Year. 
Come in—you with the wide eyes and the joyous grin. Come in 
and help me.” 

Together the two went into the house and mounted the 
stairs. There were cobwebs and dust and the whole place was 
musty. 

“You are a bad housekeeper,” said the youth severely. “You 
must sun your house.” 

“Yes,” said the cynic simply. “I used to try that. But it 
always rained—” 

“Nonsense,” said the lad. “I’m afraid you are a pessimist.” 

“Here,” and the cynic opened a dusty door “here, I believe, 
you will find the room which holds the material for making 
all resolutions. All good ones. It is here that I can do noth- 
ing. Will you go in?” 4 

The cynic and the lad went in together. But the lad with 
little cries rushed to a table whereon reposed four metal 
urns, dark and stained and repellent. 

“So this,” he cried, “so this is what you have done to my 
beautiful urns? How could you! How could you!” 

And he fell upon the first and began to polish it briskly; 
and as the brass came forth bright and gleaming and sym- 
metrical again he uttered little sounds of pleasure and set 
it back on the table. 

And the name of the first urn was Faith In Mankind. 

Then he took up the second and rubbed and rubbed and 
after a time it, too was renewed and set by the first. 

And the name of the second was Faith In The Ultimate 
Rightness of Things. 

Then he picked up the third, but his strength was not as it 
was and it was some moments before the third urn was 
bright enough to please him. 

And the name of this urn was Faith In God. 

But as he approached the fourth the cynic made a quick 
step. 

“Be careful! This one—has hurt me most. Don’t—” 

But the youth shoved him aside with a sort of anger and 
fell to with labored breaths restoring this one. And at last it, 
too, was clean and shining again. 

And the name of this fourth urn was Faith In Myself. 

And behold, the room seemed of a sudden to be warm and 
bright and happy. Sun poured through the dusty windows 
and the urns shone with a reflected glory that warmed even 
the cynic. About his creaky old heart a sort of glow was 
creeping. 

And he turned to the lad to thank him but the youth re- 
garded him sternly. 

“T have done what I could!” he said. “And it was hard to 
do. Why must these, of all things most precious, be stained 
and tarnished? Your house will rot. Now I must go, for 
I have happy work to do and you depress me.” 

They said goodby. And then the cynic came back again to 
the room of the urns; and wistfully admired them and warmed 
himself in their gleaming. y 

“Tf I could keep them like this—” he murmured. 

But even on the moment his lips twisted——“Bah! The wise 
know that it is only the detail and the color of tarnish which 
can make an urn of interest.” 

And then unexpectedly he covered his eyes with his hands 
and wept. 
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THE'BONHARD ART FURNITURE COMPANS 


2054 Euclid Avenue 
CLEVELAND 


is pleased.to announce 
that it 1s giving partic- 
ular attention to the 
efficiency of its decorat- 


ing department. 


We have made recently 
several additions to our 
staff of decorators and 
the new year finds this 
establishment better 
equipped than ever be- 


fore to execute interior 


decorating in all its 


phases. 


Our services are at all 


times at your command. 


Our artists will plan, sug- 
gest and estimate with- 


out obligation. 


STYLE IS ALWAYS FOREMOST 


The Smart Woman Dresses To The Occasion 


yt merely to clothe is the need for apparel. In the 
4 “ evolution of Time, the necessity for clothing changed 
its purpose becoming modified to a thing of creative beauty. 
Thus is Fashion enthroned. The woman of today seeks | 
the mode, rather than just so much clothes to wear. Style | 
is the thing—a living, vital force that keeps women inter- 
esting and prolongs youth. We interpret Style correctly. 


STYLISH COATS 


In the matter of Coats one thinks first of Style 
and then Warmth. Happily Style hasn’t for- 
votten-Warmth, so they go hand in hand. But 
Warmth today is without weight and that is 
pleasing to our clientele. The Coats of Winter 
are snugly beautiful with rich furs adorning 
them. Supple, deep pile fabrics in smart color- 
ings are made into modes that are rich and 
daring. Now during January prices are very 
much lower. 


FINE FROCKS | 


A beautiful Frock is bound 
to accentuate the beauty of 
any form and enhances the 
charm of any.woman. Thus 
to be well dressed one must 
choose Frocks with infinite 
care. There is a_ pleasing 
range of daytime and evening 
gowns ~ priced within 
everybody’s means. 
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Topsy’s [TATTLES 


D EAR NANCY: 
The last candle has flickered and gone out. The last greet- 


ings have been said; it is the end but it is also the beginning. 
Heavens! I sound melodramatic and I don't feel that way a bit. 
What I’m trying to say is that Christmas is over . . . New Year's 
is over 1926 is over and we can wipe our slate clean and 
start over again. Oh, Nancy, doesn’t Christmas leave one with 
a nice feeling? There were so many, many nice things to do this 
Christmas and I wished so much that you could have been here. 
One of the nicest things about the holidays was seeing all our 
friends again. Adaline Hillibish came home from St. Lawrence 
University at Canton, New York on December 17. Doris Stro- 
man gave a luncheon and theatre party for her and Esther Mus- 
ser gave a small dinner party. Grace and Frances Kendig came 
home from Pine Manor at Wellesley, Massachusetts, Ruth Bar- 


der and Ruth Kindig came home from Knox School at Coopers- 


En route from Europe to her home in Pasadena, California 
She stayed at the 
Portage Country Club and had as her guests for a few days Mrs. 
J. Edwards of New York and Mrs. Charles Steele of 
Ohio. Mrs. Jacobs entertained at the Club with a tea for a few 
Cleveland friends and honoring her Mrs. Will Christy and Mrs. 


Mrs. H. H. Jacobs stopped here for a visit. 


Painesville, 


George Memmer gave a luncheon bridge at “Rosewill Manor,” 
the home of Mrs. Christy. Mrs. Jacobs shared honors with Mrs. 
Ira Miller guest of Mrs. H. D. Newman and Mrs. J. F. McGuire 
of Boston, Massachusetts, guest of Mrs. H. B. Manton at a lunch- 
eon bridge given by Mrs. Byron Robinson at her home. Compli- 
menting her houseguests, Mr. and Mrs. J. C. McHannon of Cleve- 


land, Mrs. Miller and Mrs. Jacobs,-Mrs. Clarence Howland, May- 


field apartments, was hostess at a dinner and bridge at the Portage 
Country Club. 
luncheon 


Mrs. H. A. Galt, 


bridge given in honor of Mrs. McGuire and Mrs. Louis 


“Braeside,” was hostess at a 
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MRS. EARL D. SMITH AND CHILDREN 
Philip, Warring and Suzanne 


town, New York and Katherine Litchfield from Wellesley Col- 
lege. Marjorie McClure was here from Shipley School at Bryn 
Mawr, Pennsylvania to spend the ,vacation with her father and 
mother Mr. and Mrs. F. E. McClure and Barbara Sherman and 
Margaret Shreffler came home from Wheaton to spend the holi- 
days with their parents and Mary Moss came home from school 
in Waterbury, Connecticut. It hasn’t been awfully long since 
they left to start school in September but it was wonderful to 
see them again. 

Ethel Blinn was home from school and gave a dinner bridge 
at the Portage Country Club on December 29 honoring her guest 
Miss Mary Kahler of Rochester, Minn. and Miss Kahler’s fi- 
Philip Hence. It was a 
Miss Kahler was in school with Ethel. 


ance, Dr. very large party—twenty- 


eight couples. 
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January, 


Firey had Mrs. McGuire and a few relatives in for dinner before 
they attended the Will Rogers performance at the Armory. Mrs. 
Manton entertained for her guest at a luncheon bridge at her 
home. 

Mrs. Philip Chapin Jones entertained Miss Katherine Man- 
ning of Washington, D. C. at her home. During her visit here 
Miss Manning was honor guest at a luncheon bridge given by 
Mrs. J. A. Kendall, Meadowcroft dr. 

Luncheon bridges are becoming about the most popular form 
of entertainment. Hostesses vie with each other to see which 
ene can give the most attractive party but oh, Nancy, that would 
be a most impossible question to decide, they are all so lovely. 
Mrs. Evan Williams, Jr. and Mrs. W. C. Wohlwend gave a 
series of three luncheon br'dges at the Wohlwend home on Fair- 


19 
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HENRIETT COMMINS 


lawn. The first which came on December 8th was a compliment 
to Mrs. George Crouse Jr. Mrs. Frederick Seiberling presided 
at the tea tables. Miss Vivien Pillmore and Mrs. Chris Franz 
assisted on December 9th. Mrs. Stephen Luther entertained at a 
luncheon bridge at her home, Mrs. Charles Updegraff entertained 
members of a club and Mrs. Fred Dugan honored Mrs. James 
Sheppard of Providence, Rhode Island, who was visiting Mrs. 
Hugh Ford. 


Two very beautiful parties were given by Mrs. W, W. Mc- 
Intosh and Mrs. Charles Currie of Cleveland on December 10 
and 11 at the Portage Country Club. They were both luncheon 
bridges and Christmas decorations made the club very cheery 
and party-like. Twenty-one tables were in play the first day 
and twenty-six the second, so you see for yourself how large 
they were. Mrs. Clarence Jackson of Findlay, Ohio, was 
here for the parties. During luncheon the guests were en- 
tertained by Mr. Chalmers, the harpist, accompanied by a 
violin and flute. The 
parties were perfect, 


music gave the final touch and the 

Tuesday, December 28th was the fullest day of the whole 
vacation. Marjorie McClure had a luncheon at her home on 
Wheaton rd., Fairlawn and Gertrude Birnbaum gave a bridge at 
the Women’s City Club. Tuesday night a group of girls who 
have formed the Omicron Delta Phi sorority gave a formal dance 
at Fairlawn Country Club. 


all day long. 


So you see it was rush, rush, rush 
It’s nice to be so pleasantly occupied. 

On December 23, Mrs. 
Herman Post gave a luncheon at the University Club. It was no 
ordinary luncheon, however, for the engagement of Hentriett 
Commins, Mrs. Post’s sister, and George H. Hadzson, Jr. of 
Cleveland was announced. They didn’t tell the date but we hope 
it won’t be long. The second surprise is the engagement of 
Wesley Hawkins, son of Mrs. Anna E. Hawkins and Doris 
Erica Barlow of Brooklyn, New York. They haven't set their 
wedding date either. Wesley was home from La Fayette 
College for Christmas but rightafter Christmas he left for 
Brooklyn. Miss Barlow has visited at the Hawkins home here 
nd has made several friends. 


I have two surprises for you, Nancy. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Bunnell of Hanover, New Hampshire, 
spent Christmas with Mr. Bunnell’s mother Mrs. E. S. Bunnell 
and Mrs. Bunnell’s parents Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Alexander of 
Ghent. You remember the Bunnells were just recently married. 


Mrs. Parke Kolbe, formerly of Akron, who now lives in Brook- 


lyn was visiting here Christmas. She visiting her 
mother, Mrs. E. F. Voris and had several parties given in her 
honor. Dr. Kolbe joined her for Christmas. Miss Katherine 


Peyton, The Plains, West Virginia, who was visiting Mrs. J. H. 


over Was 


Selby, Dyas st., was guest of honor when Mrs. Louis Dudley en- 
tertained at luncheon and bridge and Mrs. Selby gave a tea for 
her. 

For Mrs. Virgil Cutts of Chicago, guest of Mrs. Byron Robin- 
son, Mrs. George Rankin gave a luncheon at her home and Mrs. 
Robinson gave a luncheon bridge at the Portage Country Club. 
Mrs. L. G. Fairbanks also gave a luncheon on December 21st 
with members of a club and a few other friends as guests. 

We have said goodbye to Mrs. John Joseph who left Decem- 
ber 7 for Cincinnati where she will make her home. As a fare- 
well to her, Mrs. T. A. Aspell entertained at Vanity Fair Tea 
Room and she was given a shower of gifts. Mrs. William O’Neil 
gave a luncheon bridge for her at her home, Mrs. M. J. Hallinan 
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BETTY CLAIRE 
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Wohlwend 


gave a similar party, Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Remark gave a dinner 
at their home and Mrs. Ed Wybel, Mrs. Joseph’s sister, enter- 
tained members of the family for a Sunday dinner. 

There is a certain group of Akron people who often have little 
private parties and this vacation they had several, Mrs. Percy 
Ross entertained them at dinner and cards on New Year’s Eve and 
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. H. Myers entertained them New Year’s Day. 
They had breakfast at the Myers home “The Ledges” and spent 
the day informally. 


AKRON TOPICS 


On Christmas night Henrietta and Alexandria Commins were 
Club 
vacation 


hostesses at dinner at the Portage Country before the 
from 


Port- 


club dance. Alexandria was home during 


Before the New Year’s Eve dance at the 
age, Mrs. Ford Carpenter gave a dinner. 

Mrs. G. M. Stadelman, “Grey Lodge,” made a short visit to 
New York the first part of December. 


Ogontz school. 


Her daughter, Gertrude, 
was home from Spence School in New York over the holidays and 
her son, Grant, came home from Yale. 


Of course the dances Christmas were gorgeous. The University 
All the young 
people home from school were there and I’m telling you, Nancy, 
it was a lively party. 
Club had a dance. 


Club had its Christmas dance on December 23. 


On Christmas night the Portage Country 
Another evening well spent. The old Christmas 
The Charity Ball came the 27th. Oh, 
I wish you could have seen it. Everyone saves 
his best bibs and tuckers for this dance and it was beautiful to 
see. The sober, dark tuxedos of the men formed a background 
for the wonderful, colorful evening gowns of the ladies. 


spirit was in everyone. 
Nancy, Nancy! 


One 
could hardly dance for gazing at the gorgeous creations. Spangles, 
pearls, sequins, rhinestones—everything sparkly and glittery. I 
can’t begin to tell you how really wonderful it was. The dance 
was held at East Market Gardens again, and Mrs. G. M. Stadelman 
was in charge. 


The music certainly did its part in entertaining. We have the 
H. A, Polskys and the B. A. Polskys to thank for that. They 
donated the orchestra and did it well. 


The C. A. R. dance was Christmas Eve. The usual large 
crowd attended this at the University Club, mainly by the 
younger crowds. The University Club had their New Year’s 
dance at the Firestone Club House again. Everyone abandoned 
himself to the night and the hours passed all too swiftly. At 
the Portage Country Club dance on New~Year’s Eve holly wreaths, 
Christmas bells and society belles featured the evening. The eve- 
ning sped past dancing feet until suddenly and with no warning, 
a new year was begun. 
prolonging the mad whirl until in the larger hours of morning 
tired forms in bedraggled evening clothes sat down to breakfast 
wherever they might be. 
until next year. 


But that was only a good reason for 


And now, as I’ve said it’s all over— 


Masonic 

Many 
novelties featured the dancing and at midnight supper was served. 

The Cuyahoga-Portage Chapter of D. A. R. had its 30th 
ann.versary breakfast at the University Club on January 25th. 
Breakfast was hitndred twenty-five 
eleven o’clock and honor guests’ were Mrs. W. T. 
Hamilton, state vice-regent of D. A. R., and the following charter 
members: Mrs. Augusta Allison, Mrs. Henrietta Ganter, Mrs. 
Minnie Haynes, Mrs. Sara Hart, Mrs. Sue Sargent, Mrs. 


Another large New Year’s dance was given by the 
club. It was more than just a dance, it was a frolic. 


served to one guests at 


Tobey of 


Jessie 
Sawyer, Mrs. Lizzie Voris, Mrs. Frances Allen, Mrs. Harriet 
Mrs. U. M. 


McCaughey is general chairman on arrangements for the party 


Parshal, Mrs. Martha Beery and Mrs. Helen Carter. 


and Mrs. L. O. Z. Caine was in charge of the program. Mrs. T. A. 
Mrs. S. A. Kepler 


Kees arranged the music for the afternoon. 
5S 


is regent of the local chapter. 


New Year’s Day has been for fifty-one years the annual 
meeting time of the Four F club. This year the members met 
at Congress Lake Club for dinner and spent the afternoon just 
You 


able attendance from all over the United States at this affair 


enjoying being together. must remember the remark- 


last year, the Fiftieth anniversary of the club. But each year 
brings home some out of town members and this year Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence Findlay came back from Kokomo, Ind., and 
Mr. 


Houghton and Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Miller were hosts to the 


Mr. James Christie from Cleveland. and Mrs. Harry 


group. 
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MRS. PARKE KOLBE 


Mrs. C. W. Seiberling Sr. is quite ill, Nancy. You know she 
is the foumder of the Home and School League. Members of the 
On December 17 Mrs. Sei- 


berling received a hugh florist box and when she opened it there 


League have been just lovely to her. 


were fifty-six beautiful pink roses—a rose from each district of 


the League. Isn’t that a beautiful way to be remembered? 


Among the hosts and hostesses of family noon-day dinners given 
MclIntoshes, the Edward 
Eichelbergers, the 


on Christmas day were the W. W. 
Leavitts, the Francis Seiberlings, the T. S. 
R. A. MacAyeals, the E. P. Werners, and the C. M. Pipers. 
Members of the Hall family were guests of Mr. and Mrs. Milton 
LeFevre and the D. W. Maxons entertained. 


I’ve often wondered, Nancy, why Christmas.comes only once a 


year? I can’t figure it out when it’s all so wonderful. But it 
does, so—. Here is the bit of tinsel I promised you. 
As ever, 
TOPSY. 
PERSONALS 


Train after train puffs through town taking away for the 
most part buoyant college people as eager to return to school 
Among them 
Miss 
Others from Eastern schools 


as they were to arrive home for the holidays. 
was Miss 
Wheelock’s School in Boston, 
were Miss Imogene Simmons from National Park Seminary 


Rosemary Burch who was at home from 


at Forest Glens, Md., Miss Margaret Stahl from Burnham, 
Miss Helen Baer from Scovil School, New York, Leonard 
Firestone from Hill, Newell Crawford and Wesley Hawkins 
from Lafayette, Theodore Rider and Grant Stadelman from 
Yale, Miss Gertrude Stadelman from Spence School, and Miss 
Harriet Treash from Highland Hall. 


Ee OOO en OOO 
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MISS MARY MOSS 


Miss 
Wright’s school at Bryn Mawr. 


Miss 
Miss Marian Blaker spent a 
part of her vacation here and later visited in Washington 
with her mother, Mrs. Ernest Blaker. 
Michigan Russel, 
Capron and Miss Miriam Olden. 


Julianna Fitch of Hudson came home from 


From the University of 


came George Charles Pflueger,» Harold 

Frank Votaw and Clarence Favinger were at home from 
Western John Weber and George Hawkins were 
here from Culver and Richard Herberich from Williams, Miss 
Virginia See from Gulf Park, John Weller from Amherst, and 
Miss Adelaide Barton from University of California Southern 
Branch. 


Reserve. 


Miss Betty Starr returned before Christmas from a visit in 
Atlantic City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Teulings arrived the first of the 
year home here. Mrs. 


make their 


Teulings was formerly Miss Betty 


from East Orange to 
3rown. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. Merril Smith and son of Detroit were here 
over the holidays as the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Selden An- 
derson. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Turner have left to motor to Florida 
where they will spend the remainder of the winter. Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Gibbs are at their winter home in Winterhaven. 

Miss Jean Griffiths, Diagonal Road, had as her holiday house 


guest Miss Frances Chamberlain of Baltimore. 


Mr. and Mrs. L. A. McQueen have returned from a month’s 
trip to California. 

Miss Katherine Peyton has returned to her home in Vir- 
ginia after a visit with Mrs. J. H. Selby. 

Mrs. Harry Davis of West Newton, Mass., is visiting her 
daughter, Mrs. Raymond Ferris. 


Clubs 


Woman’s- City Club 


The Woman’s City Club was the scene of many bright 


Christmas parties during the past month. It seems that en- 
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tertaining at this busy season is found to be much simpler 
away from home. Luncheon tables gaily bedecked with min- 
iature Christmas trees and bright red bows were a frequent 
sight in the banquet hall. But the gayest of all was the chil- 
dren’s Christmas party, on the eighteenth. 


Children’s Party 


This opened with a children’s play on the auditorium stage. 
About fifty children took part under the competent direction 
of Mrs. I'red Lahmer and Mr. Del Brugge. Cranberry Girls, 
Pop-corn Boys, Candle Babies in a Row and many more de- 
lighted the youthful audience. 


After the play Santa Claus appeared and, to the accompani- 
ment of the excited cries of the children, distributed toy bal- 
loons and lolly-pops. Then they feasted on ice cream sand- 
wiches and the party was over. About 250 children and their 


parents attended. 
Lectures 


During the past month the club membership has learned how 
to catch spies during war times, a thrilling vocation exposed by 
Major Russel; how to play*bridge so as to keep on speaking 
terms with your partner as instructed by the thoroughly 
competent and understandable Mr. Whitehead; and how to be 
a philosopher. This last was learned through Mrs. Morris’ 
most review of “The Story of Philosophy.” <A 


learned and versatile membership, now you will agree. 


enjoyable 


January Events 


Mrs. Morris continues her lectures. There will be two more 


ot them. The first on January 4th will be on the much dis- 
cussed new work of Keyserling, “The Book of Marriage.’ The 
subject for the last lecture will be chosen by the class. Tickets 
for both lectures are $1.25, or seventy-five cents for each one. 

On January 18th, Doctor Robert Parker Miles will come 
with his famous talk, “Tallow Dips.” Doctor Miles has been a 
clergyman and a newspaper man, traveled extensively and met 
most if indeed, he hasn’t met all of the world’s interesting 
people. He presents these to you in the most delightful man- 
ner possible in his lecture. Now that the holidays are in the 
past and everyone has quieted down this should prove a most 
popular presentation. 

A new Bridge Tournament begins January 17th and con- 
tinues for six consecutive Mondays. At the close prizes are 
presented to the three sets of partners holding the three 
highest scores. These prizes may be over-night bags to make 
your Cleveland trip Beacon Blankets to 
snuggle into on cold nights and dainty perfume atomizers, as 
they were last time, or they may be something even grander! 


Mrs. R. 


more perfect and 


G. Yeager is in charge of arrangements. 

Preceding the play on the seventeenth there will be a club 
luncheon open to all club 
tournament or not. 


members whether entering the 
Tickets for this are one dollar and reser- 


vations should be made. 


The club annual meeting at which reports of all the recent 
changes will be read and six new directors elected, will be held 
on January 19th. The Nominating Committee is headed by 
Mrs. Will Voris, chairman, with Mrs. E. R. Adam, Mrs. Fred 
Clemmer, Mrs. R. G. Yeager, and Mrs. Harry Polsky serving 
with her. 


Poetry Contest 


Last but not least is the Poetry Contest. This is an inno- 


vation. It is believed the club has numerous shy and talented 
poets somewhere in hiding and hope this will bring them 
forth. There will be two prizes and three honorable men- 
tions. Mrs. M. E. Winter is contest chairman. The judges are 
Jake Falstaff, Mrs. Philip Chapin Jones and Prof. R. B. Pease. 


Contest closes 'ebruary 8. Join now! 


AKRON TOPICS 
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MISS ETHEL BLINN 


College Club 


On Saturday, December 18, the children of members of the 
College Club were entertained at a Christmas party at Knights 
of Columbus Hall. The children were entertained during the 
afternoon by the Pimocchio Players. 

The music section of the club met at Miss Estelle Musson’s 
studio on Monday, December 20. The first part of the pro- 
gram was in Miss Musson’s charge. The whole group sang 
Christmas Carols after which Mrs, A. Hibbs sang several solo 
selections. Miss Harriet Doyle played Beethoven’s Sonata 
and Miss Musson gave a talk. 

The second part of the meeting was in charge of Mrs. Carl 
Myers and Mrs, Philip Chapin Jones. The subject was French 
songs and Mrs. Jones sang several French songs. Mrs. L. 
3rock sang a group of songs and Miss Musson played pre- 
ludes by Debussy. 

The Literature section met December 29 at the home of 
Miss Beatrice Sumner, Mrs. W. H. McKenzie reviewed and 
criticized several books of fiction written since September 1. 


Burns Club 


The auxiliary of the Burns Club met Thursday night, De- 
cember 16 when they held a Christmas party. A program was 
arranged and dancing followed. At the end of the evening 
a Scotch lunch was served. 

On January 25, the club has planned a banquet to be held at 
the club. Mr. and Mrs. John Aitkenhead, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Black, Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Harris, Dr. and Mrs, J. G. Grant, 
and Mr. and Mrs. James Short, Sr., are on the committee in 


charge. 
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FANCHON HOWARD 
315 Everett Bldg. 
Imported Papers 
FRENCH PRINTS GERMAN BALIKS 
CHINESE TISSUES ITALIAN WOOD PRINTS 
STATIONERY 


Main 5977 


Hagstrom 8 Hagstrom 


announce 


The Opening of a Department 
Exclusively for Women 


under the Management of 


Miss Bertha M. Roberts 
The Arnold Bath System 


For appointment call Main 5853 
Room 6, Pythian Arcade, 30 South High Street 


Swedish Massage 


Happy New Vear 
BELLIS SCIENTIFIC HEALTH INSTITUTE 


Successors to Lorimer’ s 


Men’s and Women’s Departments 


Complete Electro Therapeutics, Baths, Massage, Etc. 


KEEP FIT BUILD UP 
Rooms 1 and 2, Basement 


Second National Building, Main and Church Sts. 


REDUCE 


Phone Main 5264 for appointment 


Find Dress Distinction 
in a Carolyn Frock 


Each month eminent fashion 
authorities assemble in New 
York to review the creations 


of leading designers. 


Each month their selections 
are made—embodying the most 


important details of the mode. 


And each month Polsky’s show 
these individual styles—in 
Junior Shop and Women’s Sec- 
tion. 


for Women - $39.50 
for Juniors - $25.00 


Art <:. Music #. THEATRE «:. BOOKS 


By WILLIAM T. PERRY 
The Art Institute, Music, and Theatre Editor 


Oriental Rugs 

A group of twenty-five oriental rugs, large and small, Per- 
sian, Turkish, Turkoman, Indian and so on, filled up the large 
room at the Institute during December. These rugs along 
with the Indian furniture and Eastern brasses of the Tracey 
donation made a very interesting and beautiful display. 

Most of the rugs on display were antique made before com- 
mercialism had penetrated the East, In the orient the rug 
has always been a part of the intimate life of the people. A 
The 


rug was used in the home on the couches and as a floor cover- 


man without a rug is like a man without a character, 
ing being the most important furnishing of any house. Then 
the rug was used as a decoration in the temples and mosques 
and these rugs are replete with a wealth of Symbolism of a 


> 
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KASHAN PICTURE RUG 
Persian 
theological nature. And of course every Moslem has _ his 


from the Mohammedan 

And at the last 

when the oriental lies in death the rug is thrown over him. 
It is told of Robert 


himself to the natives of Samoa, that after his death they crept 


with its design taken 


rosary symbolizing all the names of Allah. 


prayer rug 


Louis Stevenson that he so endeared 


silently to the spot where his body was resting, and threw 
over him one of their own native rugs, as the most absolute 
token of their regard. 

Of all the various styles and patterns of rugs the one the 
most prized in the orient, if there be any definite choice, is 
that which in a naturalistic way portrays minute flower forms. 
For the Eastern man bas always been passionately fond of 
flowers and has used them to symbolize most of the elemental 
acts of life. 
natural has always 
been the chief glory of oriental craftsmen, who thus secured 


The obtaining of color from sources 
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what we term “Fast” or fixed shades. Little care was taken 
in the preparation of ‘hair and wool, one lot being dyed in a 
pot that had been previously used, and in which some of the 
dye still remained to tint the next color employed. Thus 
unintentionally the whole color scheme was blended into one 
perfect harmony. 

The oldest rug in this particular collection was made in the 
It was placed in the palace of the Shah 
Another 


fifteenth century. 
Abbas by the Heraki tribes who wove it in 1586. 
antique piece is a Kuba of the 17th Century, which is remark- 
able for its weaving, there being 800 knots to the inch. 

The names of these rugs are interesting of their own accord 
because of the pictures they conjure up in one’s mind—Hereke, 
Anatolia, Hamadan, Bakliyari, Kashan, Sarabend, Bokhara, 


Sarouk and so on. 


The Edwin Scott Exhibition 


In the small room at the Institute a few of the paintings of 
Edwin Scott were shown. Scott is an American painter who 
has lived in Paris for the past forty years. His work is little 
known in America but on the continent he ranks as almost 
the senior American Art Master and Painter in Paris. 

Scott does not put out many paintings. For the salon each 
year only four are prepared and they are usually disposed of. 
Last year Baron Robert Rothchild purchased his leading pic- 
ture from the exhibition. 

Scott has a style that is completely individual and is allied 
to no other painter’s style with the exception of Whistler. 
Whistler he resembles in color tones and harmonies and in cer- 
tain sketchy effect that he creates. He proceeds by large 
touches, simple suggestions, graphic and medial. Silhouettes 
caught in movement as Impressionable masses. 
simple notation seized with so much originality and sensitive- 
ness that one would not wish them carried further. 

Of Scott one critic has said, “He loves the mellowness of 
outline and the mystery of half-tones. His study, by predilec- 
tion, is the town, the streets of Paris on days of mist and 
rain—or in the twilight. The tones are laid on boldly with- 
out apparent method when looked at in detail, but when you 
look at the ensemble—and that is the secret of the artist—one 
feels at once the magic charm of the unsuspected world of 
movement.” 

Of late years Scott has taken all the usual prizes of the 
French exhibitions. In the exhibition of the senior Ameri- 
can artists of France just closed, Scott was given the place of 
honor. A number of years ago the French government pur- 
chased one of his paintings for the Luxembourg the palace 
wherein is housed the work of living painters and from which 


Spontaneous 


many of the now great—and defunct—painters have travelled 
to the Louvre, 

This present small collection of Scotts has been brought to 
America by one interested in art who thinks that this country 
should have a chance to share in the great painter’s work. 


Associated Choirs 


An association of the choirs of the Protestant churches of 
The first meeting was held 
at the East Congregational church with twenty-five choirs 


Akron has been recently formed. 


The group will be enlarged to seventy-five choirs. 
There are many similar groups in other cities of these states 
and it is hoped the present organization will be as successful. 


represented. 


The purpose of the group is to develop an interest, and an 
ability to perform, better church music. 


AKRON Topics 


Mrs. F. A. Seiberling, in a talk at the first meeting, stressed 
the fact that music is a very important part of worship and 
that there are many benefits to be derived from its develop- 
ment. 

The officers of the organization are Mrs. F. A. Seiberling, 
president, representing Trinity Lutheran church; Francesco 
DeLeone, first vice president, First Baptist church; Mrs. W. 
P. Welker, second vice president, First Church of Christ Sci- 
entist; Bance Keister, secretary, South Main M. E. church; 
Mrs. C. W. Berry, treasurer, Grace Reformed church. On the 
program committee are: E. C. Varley, chairman, St. Paul’s 
Episcopal church; Mrs. D. S. Bowman, Woodland M. E. 
church; Burton Garlinghouse, First Congregational church, 
and Mr. DeLeone, First Baptist church. All are directors or 
organists of choirs. 

In past years the Trinity Lutheran church has given a pro- 
gram of most of The Messiah each year on the Sunday before 
Christmas and, to my knowledge, has been the only Akron 
church to keep alive this old and worthy custom. We hope 
that these associated choirs will develop into an organization 
giving this and other grand old oratorios and church pieces. 


Palace Theatre 


The management has booked an excellent program of photo 
plays for the month of January at Keith-Albee Palace Theatre. 
Starting Sunday, January 2nd, the picture “SPANGLES” will 
be shown. Following are booked feature photo plays: ' 

Lady of the Harem, a Paramount production; For Alimony 
Only, with Vera Reynolds and Rod Laroque; The Country Be- 
yond, a Fox production; Corporal Kate with Vera Reynolds, 
Zasu Pitts and William Boyd; Marriage Clause, a Universal 
Jewel; One Increasing Purpose, a Fox production; Wings of 
the Storm; The Old Soak. 


Goodyear %& Colonial 


CRAIG’S WIFE 


(By George Kelly—Here Jan. 11-12. Mat. Wednesday) 

The best play of the year. It is the expression of a quite 
honorable dramatic talent, turned to an unfrivolous theme, and 
it is proof that it is not impossible for an American dramatist 
to write a successful play about the relationsh’p between a man 
and wife without dragging in a single hint of physical infidelity. 

This marriage of the luckless Craigs goes on the rocks for 
subtler and more complex reasons than any that are ordinarily 
within the understanding of the American dramatist so far as 
that understanding is revealed in the plays he writes. 

No wonder that the graybeards of the Pulitzer committee were 
so startled they felt obliged to do something about it, though 
they had done nothing about a better, but less pretentious play 
of George Kelly’s called “The Show Off.” 

It is the story of a possessive, selfish woman, with an exag- 
gerated property sense, one of those women who are not satisfied 
unless they are managing everything about them from the vacuum 
cleaner to their husband’s souls. Mrs. Craig’s home is so orderly, 
her interest in the polish on the staircase so intense, her acquisi- 
tive qualities so keen that she finally drives her husband out of 
the house just as she had previously driven his friends out. 

She is alone with her glory at last, and so stirred by a sense 
of calamity that she permits rose petals to fall carelessly on the 
virginal hardwood of the living room floor. 

The performance is altogether the season’s best. There are 
beautiful portraitures by Anne Sutherland and Josephine Wil- 
liams in the somewhat minor roles, respectively, of an elderly 
aunt and a direct minded housekeeper, portraitures in which 
every accent and gesture seemed right. Charles Trowbridge as 
the husband is an extraordinary compound of casualness and force. 


January, 1927 


Beau Geste 


“Beau Geste” is coming. This is a movie of such excellence 
and popularity that in all towns where it has shown the decidedly 
second-rate novels, “Beau Geste” and “Beau Sabrier” have been 
raised to the pinnacle of best sellers, I do not need to rave 
over this picture for in almost any periodical you pick up you 
will find a nice thesaurus of superlatives regarding it. There- 
fore I am saved the bother of fitting adjectives. 


Ben Hur 


“Ben Hur” is coming but the date has been set back to 
February 3, 4, and 5. It runs for three days while “Beau 
Geste” runs for a week. 

At the recent Anniversary week at the Colonial a fine 
bill of vaudeville was presented and the theatre was full, I 
understand for every performance. It was interesting to 
note how the word of a good bill gets around. No less than 
five people informed me of the excellence of this show and 
advised me not to miss it by any means. 


Best Movies of Past Year 


It is always pleasing to me to read lists of personal prefer- 
ences and at this time it seems appropriate so I will give the 
long-suffering public a similar pleasure by listing my idea 
of the best movies of the past year—those that appeared in 
Akron. They are listed in the order of importance. 

The Last Laugh 

The Big Parade 

Variety 

Lady Windermere’s Fan 

Sun-Up 

Stella Dallas 

A Kiss for Cinderella 

Exit Smiling 

So’s Your Old Man 

The Black Pirate ae: 

And another one in which Raymond Griffiths gave an: amus‘ng 
amusing burlesque of the Prince of Wales. I have forgotten 
the name. 

That makes eleven but I had a hard time finding that 
many that were even worthy of a second mention and in 
many cases I have stretched a point. 


Antipasto 


We are indebted to The American Mercury for recording 
this chaste dictum of Alice Terry, cinema favorite, “Any ac- 
tress who wishes to be thought refined should never admit 
that she gets a kick out of love scenes.” 

“*Mostar,’ he exclaimed, ‘Oh yes! we have things of real 
interest here. The electric-light works must, of course, be 
seen; then we have a factory of small brass articles. There 
is a soap works and a public bath house, both of which we 
are proud of, I assure you.’ 

“Here was one of the preachers of our future religion. In 
the old days we directed the steps of our visitors to the 
church, we pointed to the glass, to sculpture, to architecture, 
all designed to enhance the religious instinct; today we send 
him first of all to the factory, we ask him to admire a brass 
tray or a bar of soap, we make him bow down before a 
chaos of cogs.”—From “Two Vagabonds in the Balkans.” 


Mnason, the Blind Man 


By the Dramatic Club of the First Methodist Church 
A religious play of unusual merit and interest was presented 
by the Dramatic Club of the First Methodist Church as a part 
of the church services of December 12. The play, “Mnason the 
Blind Man,” is the work of Miss Lydia M. Glover of Chicago, 
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and will shortly be published as part of a volume of plays of 
a religious nature. It depicts an incident during the week of 
the Crucifixion, in which Mnason, blind from birth, seeks to 
have his sight restored by Jesus but finds instead the more 
lasting spiritual light. 

The leading part was ably acted by Mr. Bryce Bagent, while 
Miss Dorothy Whittington portrayed accurately Rhoda, his 
sister and companion. The part of Mary, taken by Miss Clara 
E. Moore, was also worthy of mention. Miss Pauline Place 
directed the production. 

The lighting and settings were executed with a care and 
skill not usual in productions of this nature, giving an effect 
in harmony with the story, which contributed to make this 
one of the best plays from an artistic standpoint that has 
been presented by the church dramatic club. 


Akron Auto Show 


(Continued from page 14) 


Many dealers, particularly those dealing in the higher priced 

cars, are ordering special autos with unusual paintings for the 
show. Several unusual treatments of individual exhibits are ex- 
pected this year. A good local orchestra will play every after- 
noon and night of the show and specialty numbers will be given 
Sunday afternoon and every night by local singers and novelty 
players. 
- The officers of the association which sponsors the show are: 
F. E. Richardson, president; A. O. Wood, vice-president; L. B. 
Lyman, secretary; F. E. McClure, treasurer, and D. W. Thorn- 
ton, director. Harry E. Bennett, with offices at 306 Buckeye 
building, is the show manager and has charge of all the prelim- 
inary arrangements as well as the actual conduct of the show. 
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Winter driving is a bit risky. 


If you are so unlucky as to slide into some- 
thing—just remember that “‘we fix ’em up.” 


Bent wheels, axles, fenders, bodies or car 
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“Here, I believe, is the finest of all motor cars. This 
unreserved statement is made with profound respect 
for Pierce-Arrow’s esteemed contemporaries and with 
full cognizance of Pierce-Arrow's past achievements. 
All the pleasure, comfort, economy, safety and pride 
of ownership that money can buy are embodied in 


this new car” MYRON E. FORBES, 
President. 
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